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NON-FICTION

120 pages

Autumn 2022

New Year’s Day in the Ligurian back country. A room in a monastery. A 

landscape which is sparse and green at once. It is in these tranquil 

surroundings, on this day of beginnings and endings that the oldest 

question of all presents itself again: how do I live a good life? 

It begins with a chain of thought that runs through the hours of the day 

from before sunrise until after sunset, from the beginnings of the 

contemplation of life, into the present and beyond, forever conscious 

of the fact that a life will not simply be lived, it will also be read about. 

This book acts as a companion, and also an invitation to come along on 

the search for the right direction: it contemplates the human and the 

monastic, rules for life regarding what matters, and the classical 

imperative of beauty, of degree and of self-knowledge. 

In this guide, author and doctor of philosophy John von Düffel has not 

written a story for important days in the conventional sense; he has 

written a short chronicle about coming to a realisation about how a life 

should be relayed. Transparent and compact, his book of hours is a 

literary text that presents a philosophy of life. The answer to 

everything is in the societal and yet very personal question: what story 

am I living in? Which point in the story? And how do I proceed?

JOHN VON DÜFFEL
Das Wenige und das Wesentliche. Ein Stundenbuch / 
The Scarce and the Essential. A Book of Hours

How Do I Live a Good Life?

John von Düffel was born in 

Göttingen in 1966, he works as 

a dramaturg at Deutsches

Theater Berlin and is professor 

for scenic writing at the Berlin 

University of the Arts. He has 

published novels and story 

collections with DuMont since 

1998, including 'Vom Wasser' 

(1998), 'Houwelandt' (2004), 

'Wassererzählungen' (2014), 

'Das Klassenbuch' (2017), 'Der 

brennende See' (2020) 'Wasser 

und andere Welten' (new 

edition 2021) and most 

recently ‘Die Wütenden und die 

Schuldigen’ (2021). His works 

have been awarded numerous 

prizes, including the aspekte

Literature Prize and the Nicolas 

Born Prize.

"Clever and poetic, crystalline, refreshing, and essential, this book of 
hours offers almost joyful consolation with its profoundly human 
attitude.“ KÖLNISCHE RUNDSCHAU 

"This book of hours is an invitation to contemplative wanderings, 
nourishment for soul and spirit, and a very personal confession of the 
author.“ NDR KULTUR

"A delightful book“ SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 

"John von Düffel's 'Book of Hours' is the book of the hour.“ 
WDR LESESTOFF

A modern book of hours about minimalism, mindfulness and clarity, a 
short account of the important questions in life
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NON-FICTION

ca. 200 pages
Spring 2023

Criminal justice polarizes, captivates, and outrages us like no other 
topic. True crime entertainment has seen great success and the media 
report on criminality practically every day. Time and again there are 
crimes that unsettle us, calling our fundamental laws and values into 
question.

This sense of unease grows when it comes to the trial. Court 
judgements are often not easily understood by the majority of citizens. 
Almost sixty per cent of people surveyed responded that sentences 
dealt out by criminal courts in Germany are ‘too lenient’.

The book looks at 35 dramatic cases, each of which prompts 
astonishment, concern, or outrage, including:

• the Kurfürstendamm speeding case: are drivers who speed 
murderers?

• gang rape in Mühlheim: why can a 13-year-old rapist not be 
punished?

• the case of Renate Künast: is the term ‘piece of shit’ an insult?

• the Hänel case: why was a doctor charged for providing information 
about abortion?

• the cannibal case: can you really kill (and eat) a person with their 
consent?

Elisa Hoven and Thomas Weigend explain how the judgements in 
these cases came about, why the law is the way it is, and whether 
things need to change.

ELISA HOVEN and THOMAS WEIGEND
Strafsachen. Ist unser Recht wirklich gerecht? /
Criminal Matters. Are our laws really just?

In the Name of the People?

Elisa Hoven is Professor of 

Criminal Law and Justice at the 

Saxony constitutional court. 

She writes columns for FAZ and 

is a regular guest on talk 

shows.

Thomas Weigend was 

Professor of Criminal Law and 

Criminal Procedure Law at the 

University of Cologne and Head 

of the Institute for Foreign and 

International Criminal Law 

from 1986 to 2016, and Dean of 

the Faculty of Law at the 

University of Cologne from 

2009 to 2011. He is an emeritus 

professor and editor of one of 

the most renowned textbooks 

on criminal law, Victims of 

Crime and Criminal 

Proceedings.

Real-life cases explained by lawyers

On the relationship between law and our sense of justice
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NON-FICTION

Non-Fiction, ca. 228 pages
Autumn 2023
English sample available

Grief is part of each life. We grieve for a lost love, a spent youth, a 

missed opportunity, or the loss of a job. And, most of all, we grieve 

for the loved ones we’ve lost. When Berni Mayer’s daughter Olivia 

dies of a brain tumour at the age of four, the pain is all-

encompassing. But in his search for help, the writer finds that 

nothing really reaches him. And so he has written the book he 

wished he could have read - radically honest, without false taboos, 

with a genuine understanding and the gift of putting complex, 

conflicting and diffuse feelings into precise words. Readers learn 

that grief can be danced away, what diet and fitness have to do with 

it, and that sometimes you have to learn the right way to be sad. 

After all, the term "grief work" already implies that hard work is 

necessary to overcome a certain state. But what should one 

actually work on? And above all - how?

In this book Berni Mayer tells us what the way back to life can look 

like, he shares with us what can help when seemingly nothing else 

helps.

BERNI MAYER
Anleitung zum Traurigsein / How to be Sad. How I learned to live with grief

How I learned to live with loss — and became a different 
person 

Berni Mayer, born in 

Mallersdorf, Bavaria, in 1974, 

studied German and English 

language and literature, was 

editorial director at MTV and 

VIVA Online and worked for the

label Mute Records. Berni 

Mayer lives with his family in 

Berlin. He is an author and 

journalist and works for

various podcasts. His novels

'Rosalie' (2016), 'Ein gemachter 

Mann' (20196) and 'Das 

vorläufige Ende der Zeit' 

(2023) have been published by

DuMont.

''I wrote this for you, me and anyone trying to get fucking ahead!‘’
Berni Mayer

A very personal story of grief that shows new ways forward

Written with great linguistic precision 
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NON-FICTION

ca. 30 2/c illustrations by
Nishant Choksi

Ca. 160 pages, 12,5 x 19 cm

Do I take my coat with me to the seat? How do I communicate my 

intolerances inconspicuously and does it make a difference which 

water I order? Can I politely make it clear that the food is not tasty? 

How do I deal with my companion drinking too much alcohol? Is it a 

faux pas to split the bill and how do I actually tip whom properly?

After more than forty years as a host, Vincent Moissonnier has 

experienced just about everything you can experience in the 

restaurant business and offers a charming answer to every question.

VINCENT MOISSONNIER & JOACHIM FRANK
Der Käse kommt vor dem Dessert / Cheese before Dessert: Golden Rules for
Restaurant Etiquette — from Dress Codes to Tipping

Dining Out in Style

Vincent Moissonnier, born in 

Epinale in 1960, has run the Le 

Moissonier’ restaurant —

awarded 2 Michelin stars — in 

Cologne with his wife Liliane 

since 1987.

Joachim Frank, born in 1965, 

was editor-in-chief of the 

Frankfurter Rundschau. Since 

2011, he has worked as the 

chief correspondent for the 

DuMont media group. DuMont 

has published his titles ‘Wie 

kurieren wir die Kirche’ (2013), 

‘Köln auf den Punkt’ (2015) and 

‘Köln auf den Punk II’ (2019).

Etiquette is a moment of stability in unstable time

What you really need to know to feel comfortable in good restaurants 

Perfect tips for perfecting your manners without being pernickety 
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NON-FICTION

Ca. 320 pages
with 16 pp  b/w photo section
Spring 2023
English sample available

She was the last ship to set sail from a peacetime Europe and the first 

to be sunk by a German submarine in the Second World War. 

Travelling on board the Athenia, however, were over a thousand 

passengers, making their way from Glasgow to Montreal, among them 

American tourists, Polish and German Jews, other victims of Nazi 

persecution, and British businessmen. The commander of U30 

believed the ship to be troop carrier and 118 passengers drowned.

In a series of distinct scenes, Cay Rademacher joins the dots of this 

astonishing tragedy. The young daughter of the film director Ernst 

Lubitsch was among the passengers onboard the Athenia. The US 

ambassador in London sent his son to Glasgow to take charge of the 

American survivors: his name was John F. Kennedy. There are 

countless poignant and vivid details that turn this story of a 

comparatively small tragedy into a faithful record of a time in history 

and the atmosphere that accompanied it. 

Within the world of the Athenia, Cay Rademacher captures an image of 

Europe on the edge of a precipice and reveals a spectacular panorama 

of the first days of the Second World War.

CAY RADEMACHER
Drei Tage im September. Die letzte Fahrt der Athenia 1939/
Three Days in September. The Last Voyage of the Athenia in 1939

“A masterpiece of thrilling historiography”
Mindener Tageblatt

Cay Rademacher, born

1965, is a freelance journalist

and author. His Provence 

crime series comprises ten

cases, the most recent being

'Stille Sainte-Victoire' (2022). 

He also published his novels

from post-war Hamburg with

DuMont: 'Der  Trümmer-

mörder' (2011), 'Der 

Schieber' (2012) and 'Der 

Fälscher' (2013). Also 

published are the crime

novels 'A Last Summer in 

Méjean' (2019), 'Silent Night 

in Provence' (2020) and 'The 

Passage to Muscat' (2022). 

Cay Rademacher lives with his

family near Salon-de-

Provence in France.

“Cay Rademacher employs historical snapshots and the fates of 
individuals to compose a story which exemplifies an era while also 
standing on its own two feet.” RADIO BREMEN

“Rademacher has spoken to survivors and paints a picture of individual 
lives. A gripping tale of the events in the North Atlantic.” 
HAMBURGER ABENDBLATT

“Rademacher’s writing is almost literary, yet every detail remains 
precise and meticulously researched. You can feel the depth of 
knowledge in every sentence. And yet, thanks to Rademacher’s skill, 
this never weighs down the narrative. Three Days in September is a 
smart, thrilling book. Read it! You won’t regret it.” 
DEUTSCHE WELLE
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Spring 2023
English sample available

Did you know that the nobel citizens of Ancient Rome loved to watch

live birds flutter out of a roasted piglets? Or that gladiators at the

colosseum followed a vegan diet? How did the pickled herring come to

be? And was the last mammoth really consumed in London in 1951? 

Fifty dishes serve as touchstones for a history of food — and humanity, 

too. Uta Seeburg takes fifty dishes and presents us with a chronological

culinary history of humanity. From roasted mammoth (approx. 11,000 

BC), to Babylonian stew (2000 BC), the last supper (approx. 30 AD), 

baked swan (1672), Wiener Schnitzel (around 1830) or Hawaiian

toast (1955) to Ferran Adria’s iconic liquid olives (2003): each essay

describes a dish and why its creation marks a key moment in history. 

Learn what was eaten to celebrate the victory at Waterloo and how the

omelette ended up on TV.

UTA SEEBURG
Wie isst man ein Mammut? In 50 Gerichten durch die Geschichte der 
Menschheit / How to Eat a Mammoth? The History of Humanity in 50 Dishes

A Culinary History of Humanity

Uta Seeburg, works as an 

editor for Architecture Digest 

and reports on luxury hotels, 

high-end lifestyles and

interesting travel destinations. 

She has a doctorate in literary

science and writes historical

crime novels.

Roasted mammoth, the last supper or Hawaiian toast — Uta Seburger
presents dishes that offer a glimpse into an era

The perfect gift to bring along when you’re invited to dinner with
friends!
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ILLUSTRATED

Written by hand by the author, 
with colour illustrations

Ca 160 pages, 23 x 18 cm

They’re headstrong, they’re funny, cheeky, and they’re just adorable —

and you can capture all that and more in expressive drawings with just 

a few pen strokes. Cartoonist and cat lover Peng reveals how it works 

— and proves once again that anyone can draw with a bit of practice!

Thanks to his simple step-by-step instructions, which always provide 

plenty of room for alternatives and your own ideas, a host of different 

cat pictures emerge in no time— from minimalist sketches to real 

small paintings. You’re soon able to set these four-legged friends in 

motion (or just let them hang around), capture their feelings and tell 

little stories in an uncomplicated way. It’s also easy to design funny 

greetings cards and trippy tattoos. 

It’s not so much about creating the most realistic representation of a 

cat, but more about having the courage to experiment and just doodle 

away. The drawings can be scribbly, simple, or more elaborate — what 

matters is that they come from the heart!

PENG
Ich kann keine Katzen zeichnen / I Cannot Draw  Cats

You can live with cats, love them — and draw them!

PENG has worked as a 

cartoonist, illustrator, and art 

communicator for many years. 

He co-authored the bestseller 

HIRAMEKI and is a winner of 

the German Cartoons Award. 

His last publication with 

DuMont was I can’t draw 

(2020), which was a winner at 

the British Book Awards. Peng 

lives in Austria.

The drawing book for all cat people

After the huge success of I Can’t Draw comes the ultimate guide to 
drawing for every cat person

Simple step-by-step instructions which guarantee success 

"Peng tries to make up for what legions of unimaginative art teachers 
have screwed up: Restoring to people the joy of drawing." SPIEGEL 
WISSEN
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A LOOK INSIDE
I CANNOT DRAW CATS
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ILLUSTRATED

Ca. 104 pages, 13 x 17 cm
ca. 80 4/c illustrations

Autumn 2023

Whether cacti, works of art or doodles on school desks and lift doors 

— we see phallic objects everywhere and we recognise them for what 

they are. The shape is simple and has been familiar to us since 

childhood. When it comes to vulvas, on the other hand,  you could 

almost believe they were invented only recently — and the same goes 

for female desire. There is some catching up to do: There’s now a 

collection of painted vulva portraits on social media, there are 

workshops where you can create a plaster cast of your own vulva, and 

etsy is packed with candles, soaps, and even salt shakers in the shape 

of the female genitalia. 

So what comes next? Normalisation!

Anyone who walks through the world with a trained and curious eye 

sees vulvas everywhere. Suddenly, we look twice at knotholes in trees 

on the side of the road and crumbled plaster on the walls of houses, we 

see bags, flowers, and statues of the Virgin Mary (yes, really!) that take 

the shape of a vulva. Why is this? Because we’re always on the lookout 

for what we know and want to see. 

LISA FRISCHEMEIER
I See Vulvas Everywhere

I see what you don’t, and it’s a vulva

Lisa Frischemeier lives in 

Berlin and regularly appears on 

stage as a stand-up comedian, 

hosting the feminist show 

‘Witch Hunt’, among others. Her 

comedy has been described as 

‘dark’, ‘edgy’, and ‘very 

disturbing’ — all by people who 

are generally pretty shocked 

and surprised by the concept of 

women. 

80 everyday, bizarre and expressive motifs to puzzle and amaze

Personal, provocative and damn funny: about hiding and discovering 

the vulva in our culture 

A book for the coffee table and the feminist revolution - Viva la Vulva!
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A LOOK INSIDE
I SEE VULVAS EVERYWHERE
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Ca. 160 pages, 23 x 16 cm
ca. 60 4/c illustrations

Autumn 2023

Rosa mundi, Souvenir de la Malmaison, Frau Karl Druschki — the 

sometimes melodious, sometimes whimsical names of old roses evoke 

eras long passed: the monastery gardens of the Middle Ages, Empress 

Joséphine’s rose collection, rose fever at the turn of the penultimate 

century. And each of these old roses has its own story, from the Yellow 

Rose of Texas, which travelled in covered wagons in the Wild West, to 

Maheka, which recalls a French women sold by pirates as a harem slave, 

to the musk rose, under which Shakespeare’s fairy queen Titania slept in 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

This book presents over fifty rose varieties for the garden, with gorgeous 

historical illustrations, entertaining descriptions, and practical 

information — both classical cultivars as well as the most popular wild 

rose species. Portraits of the varieties are accompanied by a short 

introduction to the history of our roses, tips on suppliers, how to choose, 

planting and care, as well as numerous DIY ideas on how to handle them. 

An elaborately equipped gardening book that’s also great to read and 

filled with beautiful pictures, for fans of roses and newcomers alike!

Sofia Blind

Historische Rosen / Historic Roses. Varieties, Stories, Gardening Tips

Historic Roses in New Splendour: The Most Beautiful 
Varieties and their Stories 

Sofia Blind, author, translator 

and gardener, born 1964, lives 

in the Lahn valley. In her one-

hectare garden she cultivates 

over thirty fruit-bearing trees –

some rare old varieties such as 

the ‘Champagne Reinette’, the 

‘Beauty of Bath’ or the ‘Great 

Greengage’ as well as 

curiosities such as mulberries, 

persimmons and Chinese dates. 

Her book ‘Words that don’t 

exist in High German’ was 

published by DuMont in 2019, 

and she translates the works of 

John Lewis-Stempel and Nigel 

Slater.

From Alba roses to Centifolia roses: classic garden favourites of 

centuries gone by 

Magnificent historical illustrations from the stacks of the Berlin State 

Library — including from the ‘Raphael of flowers’, Pierre-Joseph 

Rédouté

With practical tips for choosing and caring for roses, as well as handy 

addresses 

High quality gift book for all rose and garden fans
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A LOOK INSIDE
HISTORIC ROSES
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BACKLISTILLUSTRATED

ca. 160 pages, 23 x 16 cm

ca. 60 4/c illustrations

Autumn 2020

SOFIA BLIND
Die alten Obstsorten / Heirloom Fruit Varieties. From Ananas Reinette to 
White Doyenne Pear. Stories, recipes and tips for cultivating

Fruit Varieties With a Past

"Sofia Blind has written a plea for the preservation of biodiversity with 
the help of entertaining anecdotes about old fruit varieties." 

Sissy Rabl, Die PRESSE

"Reading fodder and eye candy" 

Oliver Jahn, ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST

"A wealth of entertaining and instructive stories about umpteen old 
fruit varieties can be had in writing from [Sofia Blind], homemade 
recipes [...] included."

Susanne Leimstoll, DER TAGESPIEGEL

A pear called ‘Madame Verté’ or a plum called ‘Graf Althanns’, an apple 

whose name translates as ‘English Hospital Reinette’ or the ‘Forelle

(trout) pear’ – the monikers of these heirloom fruits are as unusual 

and unique as their appearance and taste, just as poetic as the many 

stories that entwine themselves around them: from the pear that 

travelled twice by ship to America. From the cherry, for which 

Frederick the Great paid half a month's wages. From the apple that 

inspired Newton's theory of gravity.

This book presents fifty heirloom varieties of fruit, accompanied by 

historical illustrations and entertaining explanations: 

Apples and pears, cherries and plums, apricots and peaches - including 

classics such as 'Gravensteiner' or 'Morello Cherry', rarities such as 

'White Winter Calvill' and unusual varieties such as mulberry, quince 

or medlar. Tips on cultivation and variety selection as well as recipes 

for regional specialities complete the portraits of the varieties. A short 

introduction portrays the capricious history of heirloom fruit varieties, 

the rediscovery of their unique aromas and the immense ecological 

relevance they have today. 

Sofia Blind, author, translator 

and gardener, born 1964, lives 

in the Lahn valley. In her one-

hectare garden she cultivates 

over thirty fruit-bearing trees –

some rare old varieties such as 

the ‘Champagne Reinette’, the 

‘Beauty of Bath’ or the ‘Great 

Greengage’ as well as 

curiosities such as mulberries, 

persimmons and Chinese dates. 

Her book ‘Wörter, die es nicht

auf Hochdeutsch gibt’ was 

published by DuMont in 2019, 

and she translates the works of 

John Lewis-Stempel and Nigel 

Slater.
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A LOOK INSIDE
HEIRLOOM FRUIT VARIETIES
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160 pages, 26 x 16 cm 

ca. 50 4/c illustrations

Autumn 2021 

BERNHARD KEGEL
Ausgestorbene Tiere / Extinct Animals

On the Trail of Aurochs, Koala Lemur and Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker 

50 magnificent historical illustrations from the holdings of the Berlin 
State Library

A collection of almost forgotten species – from the central hare-
wallaby to the pink-headed duck

“The eye can hardly get enough of those that have only survived in 
historical illustrations. [...] plus constructive information about 
destructive processes."  FRANKFRUTER RUNDSCHAU

"Kegel's book is erudite, but not a dry textbook. Rather a memorial in 
words and pictures that 'mourns the losses the animal world has already 
suffered.'“ DIE RHEINPFALZ

Benjamin, Martha and Lonesome George share the same fate: they 

were so-called "endlings", the last of their kind. Benjamin the 

Tasmanian wolf died in a zoo on Tasmania in 1936. With Martha, the 

line of passenger pigeons came to an end. And the lonely George, 

symbolic figure of the Galapagos Islands, sealed the history of the Pinta

giant tortoises. Since the death of these last representatives, their 

species has been lost forever and irretrievably. 

Using historical illustrations by outstanding painters such as John 

James Audubon and John Gould, this book recalls the beauty of fifty 

extinct species and relates remarkable facts about their biology and 

natural history, as well as anecdotes and curiosities, especially about 

their relationship with humans. In this way, it impressively shows us 

the losses that the animal world has already suffered due to our 

destructive treatment of nature, saves nowadays unknown species 

such as the giant auk or the quagga from oblivion, and at the same time 

is an incentive to prevent further species extinction.

Bernhard Kegel, born in 

Berlin in 1953, studied 

Chemistry and Biology at the 

Free University of Berlin, 

followed by research work, 

work as an ecological expert 

and lecturer. Since 1993 he has 

published numerous novels and 

non-fiction books. Bernhard 

Kegel's books have been 

awarded several journalism 

prizes. Most recently, 

'Ausgestorben, um zu bleiben' 

(2018) and 'Die Natur der 

Zukunft' (2021) were published 

by DuMont. The author lives in 

Berlin.

sold to: China Science and 

Technology Press (Simplified 

Chinese Characters)
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A LOOK INSIDE
EXTINCT ANIMALS
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COOKBOOK

Ca. 224 pages
with ca. 100 4/c photos
Spring 2023

Uri and Sophia’s cooking is defined by the courage to experiment, 

using fresh ingredients in a spontaneous and creative way. Anything 

goes — as long as it’s tasty! There’s no need for posh equipment or 

special kitchen gadgets, what matters is pure, unadulterated taste —

like their braised carrots with kale and dates or artichoke, lemon and 

olives on labneh. Their live forever slaw with beetroot, chicory and 

kumquats, for instance, was created in open exchange with one 

another and represents the unique style of Shemesh Kitchen.

Uri and Sophia define their dishes as ‘healthy, but not health food’. But 

there’s one thing they’ve got to be: yummy! And this comes across best 

through their photos, videos, and legendary test and taste sessions. 

SOPHIA GIESECKE and URI TRIEST
Shemesh Kitchen. Plenty of Sunshine, Plenty of Veg, Plenty of Taste

Fancy Not Flouncy

Sophia Giesecke is a born-

and-bred Berliner and works as 

a photographer, journalist, and 

recipe developer. She was 

worked at numerous social 

media agencies as a creator and 

concept developer and knows 

her way around the interweb.

Uri Triest was born and raised 

in Israel. He gained early 

experience in cooking in Italy 

and then he worked in 

professional kitchens in Berlin, 

spending day and night 

puzzling over new recipes and 

techniques. He is head chef at 

Beuster and lives in Neukölln, 

Berlin.

Intuitive, laid-back cooking with plenty of vegetables, fish, and seafood

International Cuisine with Mediterranean and oriental influences

Try out new combinations and creations yourself using the modular 
system of the recipes

cover to follow
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COOKBOOK

Photos by Juri Gottschall

ca. 304 pages, 19 x 25 cm

ca. 90 4/c photos
n the many years that Mercedes Lauenstein and Juri Gottschall have been 

dealing with shopping, cooking and pleasure of eating, they have learned 

one thing: the most important ingredient for a good meal is quality. The 

better the produce used, the shorter the list of ingredients, because good 

food usually stands so impressively on its own that any other 

accompaniment is more distracting than complementary.  But what are 

good products anyway? Where do you find them, how do you recognize 

the best produce and how do you process them? In their second book, the 

winners of the German Cookbook Award 2022 focus on the aspect of 

commodity knowledge of Italian products. Whether vegetables, herbs, 

cheese or fats, Italian cuisine is and remains the master of product quality, 

biodiversity and maximum simplicity with maximum creativity. It works 

best where the uncompromisingly high-quality basic produce is allowed 

to be the real star. For each product group there are the best recipes in the 

tried and tested Splendido style - without dogmas and quantity 

specifications for more fun, self-empowerment and success in cooking.

This Italian cookbook perfectly combines an understanding of produce, 

recipes, photography, and text.

MERCEDES LAUENSTEIN & JURI GOTTSCHALL
Splendido. Italian Products and Recipes. Recognising and Processing Really 
Good Ingredients

Good Quality Makes Good Food 

The principles and ingredients of Italian cuisine 

20 product groups, 70 new recipes 

The new book of the winners of the Golden Cookbook Award 2022:

"This cookbook is a declaration of love to Italian cuisine. Mercedes 
Lauenstein and Juri Gottschall show how little it takes to make a good 
meal. With inspiring recipes and lovingly written texts, they take us by 
the hand and let their enthusiasm spill over.„ JURY OF THE 
GERMAN COOKBOOK AWARD on former Splendido cookbook

"Anyone who loves Italian food will love this cookbook! I promise." 
ELLE

Mercedes Lauenstein writes 

novels, essays, columns and 

literary reportage for 

newspapers and magazines. 

Together with Juri Gotschall, 

she writes regular recipes and 

thoughts on eating and 

consumer culture for 

Splendido. She lives in Munich 

and Northern Italy.

Juri Gottschall works as an 

author and photographer in 

Munich and Italy. He has won 

several renowned photography 

competitions and, together with 

Mercedes Lauenstein, he co-

founded Splendido magazine, 

which covers Italy, cooking and 

food culture. 
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ca. 256 pages 

with 130 4/c illustrations

21 x 26 cm, Spring 2022

Mercedes Lauenstein and Juri Gottschall have developed a reputation 

as authentic ambassadors of real Italian cooking with their online 

magazine Splendido. They present a modern, attractive take on the 

principles of good cooking and explain why the best quality 

ingredients matter.

For the book, they talked to friends, chefs and experts, travelled 

through Italy, shopped, photographed, ate and above all: cooked a lot.

The result is a collection of 90 recipes: Simple, uncomplicated and 

clearly laid out. Always in the best quality and with great passion for 

the smallest details. Almost all recipes do without exact quantities. 

Instead, they come with detailed descriptions, ideas and inspiration 

for everyday life in your own kitchen.

Structured like a classic menu, the book includes numerous vegetarian 

starters, vegetable dishes and lots of pasta, as well as classic main 

courses with meat, fish, vegetables and side dishes and closes with a 

small but fine selection of desserts.

The recipes are complemented by photographs from their travels 

through Italy, by instructions on how to prepare fresh pasta and by a 

detailed product guide which explains what to look for when buying 

good food. The extensive index – sorted by season, ingredient, menu 

sequence and much more – comes in very handy in everyday cooking.

MERCEDES LAUENSTEIN & JURI GOTTSCHALL
Splendido. Italian cooking with the best ingredients and a lot of feeling 

Cook! Do not recook 

Mercedes Lauenstein writes 

novels, essays, columns and 

literary reportage for 

newspapers and magazines. 

Together with Juri Gotschall, 

she writes regular recipes and 

thoughts on eating and 

consumer culture for 

Splendido. She lives in Munich 

and Northern Italy.

Juri Gottschall works as an 

author and photographer in 

Munich and Italy. He has won 

several renowned 

photography competitions 

and, together with Mercedes 

Lauenstein, he co-founded 

Splendido magazine, which 

covers Italy, cooking and food 

culture. 

Two-time winner of the German Cookbook Award 2022

"Two bravura culinary curators who, with expertise and sensuality, 
trigger an almost aching longing for Italy." 
Claudio del Principe

"With their beautiful Splendido cookbook they approach the essence, 
the soul, the crucial mechanisms of Italian cuisine. [...] It's a lot of fun 
just reading it and ensures many sensations of success in the kitchen." 
Hans Gerlach, SZ MAGAZIN

"This cookbook testifies to great expertise and passion for traditional 
Italian cuisine without resorting to clichés or the usual patina. Inspiring 
and emotionally moving. Slow food devotees worldwide will love this 
book." Rupert Ebner, SLOW FOOD GERMANY
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ca. 128 pages / 19 x 25 cm 

60 4/c illustrations

Autumn 2022

Holidays should be celebrated whenever they fall, but we should be 

celebrating more often too! Be they birthdays, anniversaries, 

Christmas or New Year, every special occasion calls for friends, great 

conversation and delicious food. And sparing a thought for the 

animals, the environment, as well as our own health, means nothing 

gets in the way of enjoying a fabulous feast. Start with parsnip and 

pear soup, followed by sweet potato gnocchi with pumpkin pesto or a 

Christmas roast, and, to finish, serve up Kaiserschmarrn pancakes with 

vanilla sauce and caramelised pears; satisfy everyone with recipes 

which are not just free of meat and dairy but which also make use of 

seasonal ingredients, and are delicious, too.

“How can we protect our planet by eating sustainable foods and feed 

ourselves healthy, delicious meals? That’s the ultimate question, the 

question that turned my passion into a way of life.” Sladi Petkovic

SLADI PETKOVIC
Dieses Jahr feiern wir vegan / This Year, It’s Vegan. Festive menus

Food to keep everyone happy 

Sladi Petkovic runs the Oscar 

in Koblenz, serving sustainable, 

vegan dishes. His conscious 

approach to natural, 

sustainable food is inspired in 

part by his roots: during his 

childhood in Serbia, he 

harvested much of his food 

from the garden. He still values 

maintaining an understanding 

of where his food has come 

from. 

Festive vegan: appetizers, main courses, desserts and drinks 

Menu suggestions and help with planning

Unforgettable dinners, happy guests — Sladjan Petkovic’s recipes make 
every Christmas and New Year’s Eve meal a guaranteed delight! 

Preliminary cover
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… a time when the craving for a little treat comes calling, something 

sweet to keep you going ‘til dinner time. A tasty mid-afternoon snack is 

a chance for a breather on a busy day — on weekdays, when we treat 

ourselves to fresh pastries, and also on weekends, when we celebrate 

coffee and cake and go all out. This tradition has a firm place in daily 

life in many cultures: the Swedes and Finns enjoy their fika, the English 

have afternoon tea, and in France, goûter offers the chance for a 

welcome break.

It's easy to prepare moist everyday pound cakes with streusel, nuts 

and spices, bars and cookies filled with seeds and fruit stay fresh for 

ages, and can all easily be taken into work, to a friend’s, or to the 

playground. At the weekend, baking takes on a leisurely pace and 

more complex classics like bienenstich and cheesecake, or new ideas 

like chocolate-tahini cake, or earl grey and honey madeleines make 

their way to the table. It’s time to get cosy!

AGNES PRUS & YELDA YILMAZ
Naschmittag/ Afternoon Treats. Coffee and Cake Classics, Biscuits and Small 
Bakes

Half 4 in the Afternoon …

Agnes Prus loves convivial 

afternoons with coffee, cake, 

and pastries. She takes her 

inspiration for her bakes from 

kitchen counters across the 

world. She lives in Cologne, 

where she develops and 

optimises recipes for books, 

magazines, and websites, and 

works as a food stylist.

Yelda Yılmaz is a qualified 

photographer and freelances 

for various magazines in 

Hamburg. She knows just how 

to stage the tiniest biscuits to 

the grandest gateaux and 

always finds the right mood. 

Yelda has written two of her 

own cookbooks and also leads 

cookery and baking courses. 

75 recipes to bake again and again – celebrated by friends, children and 
family

Goldies from the kitchen counter, popular pastries, and delicious new 
creations with a unique twist

A book for the cosiest hour of the day
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Many people ferments, but hardly anyone cooks with it. Aside from 

sauerkraut, few ferments have made it into the domestic cuisine. Olaf 

and Georg hope to change this. In their cookbook, they show how to 

integrate fermented vegetables into your daily meal plan. The 

instructions on how to ferment yourself are included right at the 

beginning.

Be it bean salad with curtido, fried potatoes with kimchi, or tarte 

flambée with fermented elderflower, the two experts interpret classic 

recipes in a completely new way by combining them skilfully with 

ferments. Empanadas, tacos, pizza, und fried rice sit alongside new 

versions of the German classic currywurst and lentil stew. Even 

sorbets and smoothies taste all the more delicious when fermented 

vegetables and brine are thrown into the mix. 

A new kind of cooking and a real asset for every kitchen! 

OLAF SCHNELLE & GEORG BAGDENAND
Schnelles Grünzeug/ Greens. Fermented Vegetables in the Everyday Kitchen

Ferment, Cook, Experiment - Healthy, Delicious and 
Sustainable

Olaf Schnelle is the owner of 

the ‘Schnelles Grünzeug’ garden 

shop in Vorpommern-Rügen

and, alongside gardening, he 

specialises in the art of 

fermentation. His customers 

include top chefs from across 

Germany. 

Georg Bagdenand –
Schnelle’s son – and his 

brothers grew up in his 

parents’ garden. Later, he went 

out into the wide world, where 

he trained his eye and his 

palette. Georg has worked in 

various advertising companies, 

ran a pop-up restaurant in 

Leipzig, and did the food 

photography for his first co-

authored cookbook.

Pioneer of vegetable preservation: Olaf Schnelle shares his know-how 
and his best recipes for a good and balanced diet

"Fermentation - ideal for preserving: Olaf Schnelle is considered a 
pioneer in this field in Germany." NDR, Heimatküche
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ca. 170 pages

Autumn 2014

MARTIN BURCKHARDT
Wie die Philosophie unsere Welt erfand / How Philosophy Invented Our World

Good Ideas Are Not Forgotten!

“What a file folder has to do with the sociology patriarch Max Weber, 
whether individuality really means unleashing and 33 other such and 
more difficult questions are answered gracefully and profoundly in this 
intellectual walk. 
What degenerates into mere distraction in gift-book anthologies here 
arranges itself into a cheerful elementary course in intellectual 
history.”
Johannes Saltzwedel, KULTUR SPIEGEL

We take it completely for granted when we pass by a school bus or a 

courthouse, encounter a policeman or look at a clock. But how did 

these things enter our world? At one time they were nothing but ideas! 

Martin Burckhardt tells us the stories behind all these thoughts that 

have become reality. We therefore discover that the policeman is 

called that because there was once a Polis among the Greek. That meat 

skewers were the forerunners of our coins and that the alphabet 

contributed much to democracy. Understandably and amusingly, the 

author shows how philosophy invented our world.  

Martin Burckhardt, the 

cultural theorist and media 

author, born 1957, studied 

German philology, dramatics 

and history in Cologne. He has 

lived as a freelance writer and 

audio artist in Berlin since 

1985. Aside from his artistic 

work, he teaches at the 

Hochschule der Künste, the 

Humboldt Universität Berlin, 

and at the Freie Universität

Berlin. 

Rights sold to: Tinta Negra

(Brazil); Hainan (Simplified 

Chinese Characters); Yuan-Liou

(Complex Chinese Caracters); 

Alma (Korean); Siruela

(Spanish); Yakamoz (Turkish)
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GREGOR EISENHAUER

Non-Fiction, 252 pp., Autumn 2015 – English sample available

Rights sold to: Chaek-Sesang (Korean);  Yilkad Yayinlari (Turkish)

Die 10 wichtigsten Fragen des Lebens /Life‘s Ten Most 
Important Questions Answered in a Nutshell

“A timeless book [...] Clearly written and straightforward by a laconic flaneur
and humanitarian […] A little book about the essence of life, frequently 
touching, at turns melancholy, astonishingly cheerful.” 
Werner Bartens, SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG

"The ten questions encourage us to think about what really matters to us in 
life.“ CHRISMON

Non-Fiction, 316 pp., Autumn 2016

Wie wir alt werden, ohne zu altern / How We Can Grow Old 
Without Aging. 7 Ideas Against the Gradual Petrification of
Thinking

“Eisenhauer stays true to himself. He always offers surprises. He has closely 
observed famous literary figures and their creators, listened carefully and 
cross-examined them ingeniously.“ Peter Jungwirth, WIENER ZEITUNG 

"But how to maintain mental fitness? Cleverly, Gregor Eisenhauer has taken 
ideas for this from literature and philosophy. It's an exciting idea to ask the 
heroes of world literature about this subject.” BUCHPROFILE

Rights sold to: Al-Turjman (Arabic World); Chaek-Sesang (Korean);  Yilkad
Yayinlari (Turkish)

Non-Fiction, 304 pp., Autumn 2019

Rights sold to: Yilkad Yayinlari (Turkish)

Wie wir die Angst vor der Angst verlieren / How to Loose the
Fear of the Fear. Fearless in 7 Days

„Even the strongest man will sometimes look underneath his bed.“ 
Erich Kästner

"In the recent past [hardly anyone] has written a more courageous book on 
the subject of fear." Peter Jungwirth, WIENER ZEITUNG

"With subtle, quiet humour, the author takes the reader by the hand and 
leads them through a week of discovering fearlessness.“ 
Miriam Berger, WOMAN

Gregor Eisenhauer, born in 1960, studied German literature and philosophy and wrote his PhD 

dissertation on Arno Schmidt. He lives as a freelance writer in Berlin. 

NON-FICTION
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Spring 2021

English sample available

REBEKKA ENDLER
Das Patriarchat der Dinge / The Patriarchy of Things. On a world unsuitable for
Woman

Man is the Measure of All Things. Literally.

How androcentric design shapes our environment

A powerful feminist voice

""It's a man's world": whether it's seat belts, the dosage of medication or 
room temperature – much of our environment has been standardised
by men for men. Women therefore freeze at work and are more likely 
to die of a heart attack. Rebekka Endler shows the injustices of our 
material world.“ DIE ZEIT

"Anyone looking for powerful and everyday arguments for the 
continuing necessity of feminism will find them in 'The Patriarchy of 
Things'."  TAZ FUTUR ZWEI

Our environment was designed by men for men. In ‘Das Patriarchat

der Dinge’, Rebekka Endler opens our eyes to the androcentric designs 

that are all around us and demonstrates the potentially life-

threatening consequences they can have for women. All of 

conventional medicine, for example (apart from gynaecology) is 

calibrated around the male body – from diagnostic processes to 

medical devices to the dosages of medications. Crash test dummies in 

cars are also based on the male physique, and so, by extension, is the 

whole car, including the airbags and seatbelts. The public space is 

designed for men too: architecture, infrastructure, transport, even the 

number of public toilets. But whether or not a street is lit at night can 

have a huge impact on how safe women feel outside their own four 

walls.

Who survives a heart attack? Or a car crash? Who feels cold at work? 

Who finds technical devices easiest to operate? Who is the internet 

for?

The patriarchy is the author and designer of our environment. Once 

we become aware of that, we suddenly see these questions in a very 

different light.

Rebekka Endler works as a 

freelance author, journalist and 

podcaster. 

‘Das Patriarchat der Dinge’ is 

her first book.

Rights sold to: Al-Turjman

(Arabic World); Editions Dalva

(French); Solbitkil (Korean); 

Znak (Polnish); Iletișim

Yayincilik (Turkish)



Judith Habermas      phone: +49-221-224 1942                           fax: +49-221-224 401942                           judith.habermas@dumont.de
Anna Ludgen phone: +49-221-224 1989                           fax: +49-221-224 401942                     anna.ludgen@dumont.de

BACKLISTNON-FICTION

History/ Children

350 pages

English translation available

ERNST H. GOMBRICH
Eine kurze Weltgeschichte für junge Leser / A Little History of the World

“The truly fairy tale of the evolution of mankind.“ 
DIE ZEIT

A  true classic and  an international bestseller 

Translated into 30 languages

“Where man comes from and what makes him who he is, no one 
explains better than Ernst H. Gombrich".  
Felicitas von Lovenberg, FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG.

"His enthusiasm for his subject is irresistible. . . . With Gombrich's Little 
History, there will be many generations of future historians who will 
attribute to it their lifelong passion for history - and for truth.“
Lisa Jardine, TIMES

“Gombrich opens with the most magical definition of history I have 
ever read . . . Tolerance, reason and humanity . . . suffuse every page of 
the Little History.“ Amanda Vickery, GUARDIAN REVIEW

In 1935, with a doctorate and no job, the 25 year-old Gombrich was 

invited by Walter Neurath (later founder of Thames & Hudson) to 

attempt a history of the world for younger readers. Written in an 

intense six weeks, ‘Eine Kurze Weltgeschichte für junge Leser’ was 

first published in Vienna the same year. An immediate success, it has 

since been translated into 30 languages. The original German edition 

was reissued in 1985 with an Epilogue bringing the story to the 

present, and Gombrich further revised it shortly before his death, aged 

92, in 2001.

In forty chapters, Gombrich tells the story of man from the stone age 

to the atomic bomb. There emerges a colourful picture of wars and 

conquests, grand works of art, the spread and limitations of science, 

tribes evolving towards society. 

This is not a text dominated by dates and facts, but by the sweep of 

mankind's experience across the centuries, a guide to man's 

achievements and an acute witness to his frailties. What has made the 

Little History an international success? The key is its tone – completely 

clear, straightforward, relaxed, unpompous, humane – Gombrich 

makes immediate contact with the curious of all ages. It is the product 

of a pan-European sensibility, and is wholly free of nationalistic 

preoccupations. The broad sweep of mankind's history seems freshly 

intelligible when told in this profoundly generous spirit.

Ernst H. Gombrich was the 

author of the international 

classic “The Story of Art”. 

Winner of the Erasmus Prize, 

the Hegel Prize, the 

Wittgenstein Prize, and the 

Goethe Prize, he was admitted 

to Britain's highest honour, the 

Order of Merit, in 1988.
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ERNST H. GOMBRICH
Eine kurze Weltgeschichte für junge Leser / A Little History of The World

Rights sold to: 

Albanian (Dudaj); Bulgarian (Damyan Yakov); Chinese Simplified Characters (Guanxi Normal University 
Press); Chinese Complex Characters (Business Weekly); Czech (Argo); Danish (Bechs Forlag); Dutch
(Prometheus); English World (Yale UP); Estonian (Varrak); French (Ed. Hazan); Sulakauri (Georgian); Greek 
(Patakis); Hebrew (Books in the Attic); Hungarian (Kossuth); Indonesian (Marjin Kiri); Italian (Salani); 
Japanese (Chuo Koron Bijyutsu); Korean (BIR Publishing); Latvian (Janis Roze); Norwegian (CappelenDamm); 
Polish (Rebis); Portuguese (Portugal:  Tinta-da china; Brazil: Martins Editora Livraria); Romanian (Editura Art); 
Russian (Alpina); Slovak (Slovart); Swedish (Daidalos); Spanish (Castilian: Grup Editorial 62, Catalan: Grup
Editorial 62); Thai (Silkworm Books); Turkish (Kitabevi); Vietnamese (Nha Nam)

"A remarkable book, written in an amiable, conversational style, effortlessly explaining, without condescension, 
difficult matters like the achievements of Charlemagne, the monetary system of medieval Europe and the ideas 
of the Enlightenment. . . . This resurrected history deserves reading for all its delights.“
Edward Rothstein, NEW YORK TIMES

"In simple, vivid prose, Gombrich surveys the human past from pre-history to his own time. . . . Lucky children 
will have this book read to them. Intelligent adults will read it for themselves and regain contact with the spirit of 
European humanism at its best.“
Anthony Grafton, WALL STREET JOURNAL

"So sharp was Gombrich's intelligence and so lively his pen that it can be appreciated as much as literature as 
history. . . . There is not one of the 39 short chapters that is not enlivened by a sharp insight or arresting image.“
Tim Blanning, SUNDAY TELEGRAPH

". . . the book charms, amuses and informs superbly . . . In A Little History, Gombrich proves he is as much a 
story teller as a professor.“
Andrew Roberts, DAILY EXPRESS
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English sample available

PETRA HARTLIEB
Meine wundervolle Buchhandlung / My Wonderful Bookstore

Nobody Has Written Funnier Or More Poetically About 
the Love for Books

MORE THAN 85,000 COPIES SOLD

“A captivating book‘”
Katja Nele Bode, BRIGITTE WOMAN

“Whoever reads this book, will look to the future – not only of the book 
– more positively.”  Arno Widmann, BERLINER ZEITUNG

“This is fun to read and inspirational.” Doris Knecht, KURIER

Petra Hartlieb tells her own story in this book. It is the story of a 

coincidence and the decision to leave one’s old life behind in order to 

fulfil one’s dream, namely become the owner of a literary bookstore. A 

bookstore that turned into the living room for her family and the 

meeting place for the whole neighbourhood. With regular customers 

that become friends and friends that become regular customers. 

Petra Hartlieb tells this story in a snappy and humorous frame of 

mind, making every line a pleasure to read and every chapter a 

declaration of love to the world of books.

Petra Hartlieb lives in and 

above a bookstore. Her own. 

Originally a crackpot idea while 

on vacation, she and her 

husband turned their attention 

to a recently closed Vienna 

bookstore with a long tradition. 

From one day to the next she 

quit her job and started a new 

life in a new city without 

knowing what she was getting 

herself into. 

Rights sold to: Beijing 

Creative Art Times 

International (Simplified 

Chinese Characters); Cactus 

Books (Dutch), Edizioni Lindau 

(Italian); Solbitkil (Korean); 

Periferica (Spanish World), 

Mann, Ivanov & Ferber 

(Russian); Timaş (Turkish);
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BERNHARD KEGEL

ca. 384 pages, Spring 2021 – English sample available

Rights sold to: Phoenix (Russian) 

Die Natur der Zukunft / The Nature of Our Future

"The author succeeds in presenting complicated issues in a generally 
understandable way. He gives a good overview of the current state of 
knowledge. [...] Bernhard Kegel's book is a call to action. It should not go 
unheard." Johannes Kaiser, SWR 2 LESENSWERT

"Biologist Bernhard Kegel drastically shows us the consequences of our way 
of life.“ Claus-Jürgen Göpfert, FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU

ca. 270 pages, Spring 2018 – English sample available

Ausgestorben um zu bleiben / Extinct in Order to Remain

“Bernhard Kegel’s writing is so knowledgeable and suspenseful that you just 
have to recommend […] his book.” Hans ten Doornkaat, NEUE ZÜRCHER 
ZEITUNG

“Bernhard Kegel not only presents his readers with cutting edge dinosaur 
research, he also leads them through an exciting chapter of the history of 
science.” Martin Ebel, TAGES-ANZEIGER 

“[Kegel] shows that a better understanding of dinosaurs sharpens one's sense 
of the history of life on this planet.“ Thorsten Gräbe, FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG

Rights sold to: SAY (Turkish)

512 pages, Autumn 2012

Die Ameise als Tramp / The Ant as a Tramp

The colonisation of new habitats has always been a matter of survival for 
plants and animals. Obstacles used to exist that obstructed the urge to 
travel. Mountains, oceans, continents and deserts formed insurmountable 
barriers. The situation changed with the arrival of modern man. Bernhard 
Kegel’s fascinating book describes the surprising consequences this has for 
both our environment and us.

Bernhard Kegel was born in Berlin in 1953 and studied chemistry and biology at the Freie Universität

Berlin. He went on to work as a researcher, ecology expert and lecturer. Since 1993 he has published 

many novels and works of non-fiction. Bernhard Kegel’s books have been awarded a number of 

journalism prizes. The author lives in Berlin.

NON-FICTION
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BERNHARD KEGEL

ca. 450 pages, Spring 2013

Tiere in der Stadt / Animals in the City

“Kegel is a master at transforming complicated subject matters (and the 
ecology is always complicated) into thrilling stories.” DIE WELT

“The good news coming from this wonderful read – you are not alone! 
Insofar, this book about a short summer can change our lives, especially the 
way we look at ourselves and the world around us.” DIE ZEIT

Rights sold to: SDX Joint Publishing (Simplified Chinese Characters; 

ca. 352 pages, Spring 2015

Rights sold to: ddworld Publishing (Korean); 

Die Herrscher der Welt / The Rulers of the World

Do you like bacteria? Probably not. Although without microbes there would 
be no life on our planet. Using advanced methods scientists are in the 
process of raising the curtain on a performance that is not so much about 
sickness, but more about health, cooperation and the division of labour. 

ca. 350 pages, Spring 2015 (new in Paperback)

Epigenetik / Epigenetics. How Experiences Are Passed Down

“The easily comprehensible and fluidly written book presents a good 
introduction to the subject of epigenetics.” DEUTSCHLANDFUNK

It has been heatedly and emotionally debated in universities and on bar 
stools: does the environment and experiences affect a person, or solely his 
genes. The still young science of epigenetics now shows that both are true. 

NON-FICTION

Rights sold to: ddworld Publishing (Korean); SAY (Turkish)
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ca. 272 pages, Spring 2020 

English sample available

MICHÈLE LOETZNER
Liebeskummer bewältigen in 99 Tagen / Getting over Your Heartbreak in 99 
Days

99 Days, 99 Double Pages - And in the End: 

A Healing Heart

“A survival guide for the heart”
Sabine Körtgen, JOLIE

“A text as snappy and witty as it is clever. A direct and clear language 
makes Michèle Loetzner's guidebook worth reading.“
Joachim Scholl, DEUTSCHLANDRADIO KULTUR

“A clever guide to letting go.”
Martina Koch, GLAMOUR

“Michèle Loetzner provides important insights into heartache day after 
day. Kitsch-free and scientifically founded.” 
Inna Hemme, BERLINER ZEITUNG

What does romantic heartbreak have in common with drug 

withdrawal? Why do men behave differently from women after a 

separation? And what does all this have to do with feminism? A daily 

companion who will help you to bring some order to your own 

thoughts and emotions. Your heart is broken, your ego is in tatters. 

Romantic heartbreak hurts, terribly, at any age. And regardless of 

whether the relationship lasted two months or eight years, heartbreak 

recovery always follows the same pattern.

The first three months after a separation are the most important, 

because that’s when you find your way back to yourself. Asking 

yourself a lot of questions will re-structure your head and your heart. 

Why was this love relationship not working? What was good/wasn’t 

so good about it? And in what way does a lot of what occupies 

women’s minds after a failed relationship have nothing directly to do 

with them but everything to do with societal expectations?

This book is thought-provoking. It has enough space for your own 

notes and answers to the question of why our psyche doesn’t work as 

it should when it comes to matters of love and romantic heartbreak. 99 

days. Levelling with the reader. Written with humour and many 

references to current research. You can only let go when you 

understand.

Michèle Loetzner was born 

in 1982 in Heidelberg. She 

studied Literature, English and 

Linguistics in Munich and 

Helsinki. She works as a 

freelance journalist, chief copy 

writer and conceptional leader 

for various German 

newspapers and magazines.

Rights sold to: Business 

Weekly (Complex Chinese 

Characters); BBNC (Dutch); 

Eyrolles (French); Simple Life 

(Korean); Phoenix (Russian); 

Zenith (Spanish World);
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A LOOK INSIDE
GETTING OVER YOUR HEARTBREAK



Judith Habermas      phone: +49-221-224 1942                           fax: +49-221-224 401942                           judith.habermas@dumont.de
Anna Ludgen phone: +49-221-224 1989                           fax: +49-221-224 401942                     anna.ludgen@dumont.de

BACKLIST

CHRISTIAN MÄHR

Non-Fiction, 200 pp.

Rights sold to: Eco-Livres (Korean), AST (Russian)

Von Alkohol bis Zucker / From Alcohol to Sugar. 
12 Substances that changed the World

Science Book of the Year 2010

"An easy-to-read book with many examples [...] an anecdote-rich "chemical 
history of the world" with ironic asides [...] exciting, entertaining and 
comprehensibly presented [...] this book is an asset in any case". 
Michael Lange, DEUTSCHLANDRADIO

Non-Fiction, 184 pp.

Vergessene Erfindungen / Forgotten Inventionions. Ingenious 
ideas and what became of them

“After reading this book, you look at an obvious accomplishment of our 
technical present day – and realise that it would have just taken one small 
detail and you would be looking at the same item as a scurrility in a 
museum.”  SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG

“Christian Mähr provides with this review of bizarre inventions an 
entertaining piece of the history of technology.” DIE WELT

Christian Mähr was born in Feldkirch in the Vorarlberg in 1952 and lives as an author and journalist 

in Dornbirn. Mähr, who holds a doctorate in chemistry, worked for the science and environment 

editorial staff at Austrian Radio for years. DuMont has published the volume “Vergessene

Erfindungen” (2002) as well as the novels “Simon fliegt” (1998) and “Die letzte Insel” (2001).

NON-FICTION
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224 pages

Spring 2022

Tobias Moorstedt clearly admits: We so-called modern fathers avoid 

the daily family work. Self-critically and honestly, he tells what keeps 

him and other men from doing so. His conclusion: We refuse the 

revolution because it is simply made too easy for us - and in case of 

doubt we invoke the "mother myth" or "strategic incompetence". The 

author examines how the active resistance of fathers, together with 

social structures, cements the old division. To the detriment of women, 

children - and men themselves. His analysis combines current 

scientific findings, an exclusive study of the fathers' perspective on 

"mental load" and the accounts of very different men with the author's 

own experiences as a father of two children himself.

This book is overdue. After all, it is mainly women who have dealt with 

the subject so far, here at last a man is speaking out. Suddenly it 

becomes visible that not only women suffer from the incompatibility of 

family and career and how difficult it is for men to escape the shackles 

of patriarchy.

TOBIAS MOORSTEDT
Wir schlechten guten Väter / Bad Good Dads

Why men resist family duties – and why that urgently has to change

New Fathers and Old Inequalities

Tobias Moorstedt, born 

1979, is a journalist and author. 

He attended the German School 

of Journalism in Munich and 

studied politics, sociology and 

literature at Ludwig Maximilian 

University  in Munich and 

Columbia University in New 

York. Since 2000, he has 

reported on new developments 

in technology and culture for 

Süddeutsche Zeitung, ARD, the 

Austrian, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

and Spiegel (Online). He was 

chief editor at Wired, Neon and 

National Geographic and has 

written a number of books. 

Rights sold to: 

Hanfenlou (Simplified Chinese 

Characters)

A courageous and self-critical father presents a male perspective on 
care work

The myth of the new father

"In 'We Good Bad Fathers' [Tobias Moorstedt] describes the huge gap 
between the new fathers' self-claim and reality.“
Markus Tischer, SRF TV KULTURPLATZ

"What keeps men from doing care work? And how hard is it for fathers 
to escape patriarchal structures too? Honest insights from someone 
who should know - and who also interviewed other men."Annika
Jacobsen, EMOTION

"It is precisely this relentlessly self-critical look at the question of why 
many men still like to retreat to old role patterns that is the particular 
strength of this impressive research, for which Moorstedt brings 
together science, interviews with parents and his own 
experiences."Katharina Kluin, STERN
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ca. 200 pages

Spring 2022

Ilka Piepgras never wanted a pet. Animals never really spoke to her –

in fact they still don’t speak – and she considered nature little more 

than a backdrop for recreation. But then her children convinced her to 

buy a puppy. What she hadn’t reckoned on, at 55 years of age, was the 

young Bernese Mountain dog, Teddy, changing her life in a flash and 

making her a different person. She was suddenly gripped by a longing 

for nature. Alongside tales of dog training and early morning walkies, 

the author shares her self-doubt, as Teddy is wild and boisterous. How 

do you make a dog fit for society, without denying its nature and 

instincts?

The Animal of My Life is an intelligent, wonderfully narrated, emotional 

book about dogs, puppy training, and the relationship between man 

and dog from the perspective and experience of Ilka Piepgras, who 

also consults the latest scientific studies on dogs and their behaviour 

and tells us what it really means to own a dog.

ILKA PIEPGRAS
Das Tier meines Lebens / The Animal of my Life

How my dog changed who I was 

“My dog has made me a freer person, perhaps even a 
better one.” Ilka Piepgras

Ilka Piepgras, born 1964, 

studied political sciences in 

Munich and began working as a 

reporter at Berliner Zeitung in 

1991. After a year of study at 

Harvard, she moved to 

Financial Times Deutschland, 

where she worked on the book 

pages for the weekend edition. 

These days, she is an author 

and editor at ZEITmagazin.

Rights sold to: 

Beijing Zhengqingyuanliu

(Simplified Chinese Characters)

All about the parallel universe that opens up when you get a dog

A smart, emotional look at the relationship between man and dog

"llka Piepgras has dedicated a book to her new life with a dog - and 
what a book it is! [...] such an honest book full of subtlety, depth, self-
irony and wit.“
Katharina Kluin, STERN

"[A] very special, highly recommendable book [...] One embarks with 
her on an inner journey to happiness, over all resistance and crises.“
Christoph Amend, ZEIT MAGAZIN NEWSLETTER
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ca. 240 pages, Spring 2010

English text available

TILL ROENNEBERG
Wie wir ticken / Internal Time. Chronotypes, Social Jetlag, And Why You’re So 
Tired

“A brilliant book” The Telegraph

SHORTLISTED FOR  PREMIO GALILEIO 2016

BMA Board of Science Award for the Public Understanding of Science 
2013: 

“Internal Time combines storytelling with accessible science tutorials to 
explain how our internal clocks work. It was praised by its reviewer as
'an excellently constructed and accessible read which reveals
fascinating detail about our body clocks and internal time, using short 
anecdotes to explain scientific research and theory'.”

“Till Roenneberg’s book is an engaging and informative layman’s

introduction to circadian science and its implications for 

contemporary humans… By integrating quality scientific exposition

with well-rounded human vignettes, Roenneberg’s book shows how

sophisticated human behaviors arise partly from our embodied

earthly nature.” TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION

“Time really is of the essence’, says medical psychologist Till 

Roenneberg. By neglecting our body clocks – which rarely run in 

synchrony with the crazily cranked-up pace of modern life – we can 

develop ‘social jetlag’, endangering our health and careers. 

Roenneberg has built his book on decades of research in everything

from fungi and single-celled organisms to humans. In brilliantly

minimalist terms, he explains the temporal mismatches behind teen 

exhaustion, early birds and night owls, and sleep phobia.” NATURE

“Internal Time made me think deeply about what it means to be a time-

bound organism: about the ways we live in time and the ways time 

lives in us. It is, in an unusually literal sense, a book about what makes

us tick.” NEW YORK MAGAZINE

Till Roenneberg is Professor 

of Chronobiology at the 

Institute for Medical 

Psychology at Ludwig 

Maximilian University Munich. 

Roenneberg is one of the first 

scientists to dedicate himself to 

chronobiology. 

Rights sold to: Babel & Voss 

(Dutch); Harvard University 

Press (English World); Edizioni

Dedalo (Italian); Chungrim

Publishing (Korean); 

Chongqing Daily News 

(Simplified Chinese 

Characters); Intershift

(Japanese)
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BACKLISTILLUSTRATED

112 pages 

ca. 50 4/c illustrations
18,5 cm x 14 cm, Autumn 2011

BORIS FRIEDEWALD
Die Engel von Paul Klee / Paul Klee‘s Angels

Angels with Minor Flaws and Blemishes

MORE THAN 60.000 COPIES SOLD

"This beautiful little art book is recommended to all listeners without 
reservation.“
DEUTSCHLANDRADIO KULTUR

"In an enchanting way the Klee-connoisseur Friedewald here links the 
story of Paul Klee's life with his wonderful, astonishing and masterly 
pictures and drawings of the many-sided celestial beings.”
ALNATURA MAGAZIN

Paul Klee’s angels are forgetful or ugly, care-worn or playful, and this 

is one of the reasons they are among the artist’s most popular works. 

Boris Friedewald describes their genesis and meaning within the 

artist’s oeuvre in a perceptive context: from the young Paul’s depiction 

of the Child Jesus to his work as the painter of the ‘realm in between’ 

who discovered his very personal path to angels, and to the ‘Angelus 

Novus’, which accompanied Walter Benjamin into exile. With the 

abstract depiction of the ‘Angel in the Making’, where cross, circle and 

triangle are the dominating elements, Klee reinvented angels. And 

finally, we meet those wonderful angels that Klee has created as 

loveable creatures we can get close to – such as the ‘Angel with Bells 

on’. This book about angels is a joy for the eyes and for the soul – a 

magical companion in a time where the lack of angels is all too 

common.

Boris Friedewald (*1969) 

works as art historian and 

dramaturg. He lives in Berlin.

Rights sold to: Arcadia Books 

(English World)
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Comic, ca. 72 pages
4/c – 28.9 x 23.5 cm

Spring 2022

The myths and legends of history’s greatest heroes have been with us 

for centuries, if not longer. Many epic tales have been told about them, 

but to be quite honest, who’s got time for that these days? Frank 

Flöthmann presents five delightful retellings of the stories of heroes of 

myth, all without words. Odysseus, Robin Hood, the Pied Piper of 

Hamlin, Tarzan and Ali Baba and his forty thieves take us on a journey 

through cultural history, and we get to glimpse behind the curtain at 

last: did the Trojan horse ultimately have the effect Odysseus 

intended? What role did Jane really play in Tarzan’s life, and the lives 

of the apes? And would Robin Hood have gained any renown (or gold) 

without Lady Marian?

In peerless fashion, Frank Flöthmann translates the heroic tales of 

times past into his own world of pictures: sharp, original and 

incredibly funny.

FRANK FLÖTHMANN
Helden ohne Worte / Heroes Without Words

It’s Not Words that Make a Hero ...

Let the pictures do the talking: five heroes as you’ve never seen them 
before

“Witty and clever” 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG 
(on Grimm’s Fairy Tales Without Words)

“Flöthmann’s fabulous comics employ his very own sign language to 
create a wry take on tales of old”  
SÜDWEST PRESSE (on Grimm’s Fairy Tales – Without Words)

Frank Flöthmann, born in 

1967, wanted to become a comic 

draughtsman already at the age 

of eleven. After studying graphic 

design he began working als

illustrator for magazines and 

advertising. His works have 

already been shown in several 

exhibitions. With DuMont he has 

published so far ‘Grimms

Märchen ohne Worte’, ‘Männer

ohne Worte’, ‘Shakespeare ohne

Worte’, and the Christmas Story: 

‘Stille Nacht. Die 

Weihnachtsgeschichte ohne

Worte’.

Rights to previous titles sold 
to: Uitgeverij Wereldbibliotheek

(Dutch); Publishing House of 

Electronics Industry (Simplified 
Chinese Characters);
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ca 80 pages, /80 4c illustrations

Spring 2013

FRANK FLÖTHMANN
Grimms Märchen ohne Worte / Grimm‘s Fairy Tales Without Words

Shhhhh …

“A quirky alternative to the oral tradition of the Grimms: a highly 
striking graphic novel without a single word … the well-known tales as 
they have never been seen before.”
NEW BOOKS IN GERMAN, Spring 2013

"[...] so funny and clever at the same time that even as an adult you 
hardly want to put the book down, especially as the stories take 
unexpected turns. But it's even nicer to give the book to children and 
stretch out next to it while they retell you the fairy tales picture by 
picture." 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG

We all love Grimm’s Fairy Tales. But just among us: the two brothers 

were quite a pair of blabbermouths. It is not surprising that their 

extensive dictionary project never got passed the letter “e” – whoever 

is so extravagant with letters soon stands there with empty hands. And 

it happened the way it was supposed to happen: one of them talked 

himself to death and the other turned a deaf ear. Quite a monument to 

our modern society.

For you, dear reader, we have now accomplished what has been long 

overdue, finally clearing up the whole fairy tale mess once and for all 

in the process. Feng Shui in fairyland, so to say. You get to the point 

much quicker without all that ballast; you can figure out how many 

dwarves there are at a glance. Who eats who? Who kisses who? And 

how all the participants look a proper Charlie.

The most famous fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm have now been 

fantastically resurrected, congenially converted and illustrated by 

Frank “2F” Flöthmann. As silent movie versions suitable for illiterate 

uncles, small children and Swedish au pair girls of all ages. What do 

you have to say about that? Hopefully nothing.

Frank Flöthmann, born in 

1967, wanted to become a 

comic draughtsman already at 

the age of eleven. After studying 

graphic design he began 

working as illustrator for 

magazines and advertising.  

With DuMont he has also 

published so far ‘Helden ohne

Worte’, ‘Männer ohne Worte’, 

‘Shakespeare ohne Worte’, and 

the Christmas Story: ‘Stille

Nacht. Die 

Weihnachtsgeschichte ohne

Worte’.

Rights sold to: Uitgeverij 

Wereldbibliotheek (Dutch); 

Publishing House of Electronics 

Industry (Simplified Chinese 

Characters);
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ILLUSTRATED  BACKLIST

Photography/Cycling  
ca. 160 pages / 23 x 18 cm

78 4/c illustrations 
Spring 2022

Whether in the lowlands or in the high mountains, in small villages or 

shortly before the finishing straight in the middle of Paris – every year 

in July, millions of enthusiastic fans from all over the world form up 

along the route of the Tour de France and eagerly await the great, 

albeit brief, moment when the peloton rushes past them. They eagerly 

await the arrival of the top athletes, always ready to cheer them on 

fervently – and sometimes with fancy props – at the decisive moment. 

For thirty years, Tour photographer Herman Seidl has focused his 

camera on these scenes that exist for only a few hours, often only 

minutes or seconds, capturing the special atmosphere and passion 

among the spectators that contribute significantly to the appeal of the 

race. 

'Waiting for Godeau*' is an incomparable selection of images full of 

dynamism, thrills, dedication and wit, and at the same time a 

fascinating testimony to the times as well as a special journey through 

France with its wonderful landscapes, architecture, towns and people.

* Roger Godeau (1920-2000) was a French cyclist who is considered the presumed model for 

the title character of Samuel Beckett's play 'Waiting for Godot'.

HERMAN SEIDL
Warten auf Godeau / Waiting for Godeau

30 years on the roadside of the Tour de France

Tour de France: A Country in a State of Emergency

Herman Seidl (*1960) is a 

Salzburg based freelance 

photographer and short-

filmmaker. Since 2001 he is a 

permanent assistant professor 

at the Multi Media Department 

of Salzburg University of 

Applied Arts. Herman received 

cultural grants to Rome/Italy, 

Arizona/USA and Paris/France 

and his photographs and 

handmade books are in public 

and private collections.

The fascination of the Tour de France – millions of patient fans from all 
over the world gather along the course year after year. 

One of the world's greatest sporting events from a completely new 
perspective 

A unique testimony of time and at the same time a special journey 
through France 

"A carnivalesque spectacle that transforms landscapes, villages, towns, 
mountains into 'Bruegelian pictures'." Herman Seidl
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