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FICTION

EWALD ARENZ
DER GROSSE SOMMER /
THE GRAND SUMMER
A Novel, ca. 320 pages
Spring 2021 - English sample available

“Ewald Arenz writes in a quiet, literary, but very intense voice about the power of nature that can rebalance people and help them recognize and appreciate the value of the essence of life. A very beautiful
book, and an absolute must read.”
Barbara Strauß, Westdeutsche Allgemeine on
“Heirloom Varieties/Alte Sorten”
“Heirloom Varieties/Alte Sorten”:
Shortlist Independent Bookseller’s Favourite Novel
2019

Friends forever
It’s looking like 16-year-old Friedrich isn’t going to get moved up at the end of the
school year. His only chance is to resit his exams – which means no holiday with his
family, no summer. As if that wasn’t bad enough, his mum tells him he has to go and
study with his grandfather. Friedrich is dismayed: he’s always thought his grandfather
rather formal and reserved. His only comfort is Nana, his grandmother. And Beate,
the girl in the bottle-green swimsuit he met at the swimming pool a few days before
the start of the holidays. Despite all his forebodings, over the next few weeks he
comes to see his grandfather in a new light, hears the story of how his grandparents
met, and falls in love himself for the first time. A perfect summer – if it wasn’t for his
best friend Johann, who comes across as cool and confident, but underneath it all is
actually a very complicated person.
A man looks back at the summer that changed his life

Ewald Arenz, born in Nürnberg in 1965, studied English and American literature and
history. He is a teacher at a secondary school in Nürnberg. His novels and plays
have received many awards. The author lives near Fürth with his family.

Judith Habermas
Anna Ludgen

phone: +49-221-224 1942
phone: +49-221-224 1989

fax: +49-221-224 401942
fax: +49-221-224 401942

judith.habermas@dumont.de
anna.ludgen@dumont.de

FICTION

CHRISTINE DREWS
FREIFLUG / FLYING FREE
A Novel, ca. 350 pages
Spring 2021 - English sample available

Based on the true story of Rita Maiburg, the
World’s first female pilot, who fought for her
rights by suing Lufthansa and the German
government
The story of two women coming together to
fight for equal rights, this is an emotive and
entertaining narrative
A vivid portrait of Germany in the 1970s

The moving story of the World’s first female airline pilot
Germany, the 1970s. Katharina Berner comes from a well-off family of entrepreneurs
– but she is different. The fact that Katharina, as a woman, chose to study law is
something that neither her old patriarch of a father nor her mother and sisters have
ever understood. But Katharina has got her degree, and now works at a big law firm
in Cologne. She is not happy, however. Day to day, her male colleagues make her
life hell, and she would love to be able to set up her own practice. But how, when
nobody even wants to rent office space to her? Then a unique opportunity presents
itself: young Rita Maiburg asks Katharina for help. Rita has a pilot’s licence, but for
years her efforts to get a job have been in vain. Lufthansa has recently rejected her
application, saying they do not employ female pilots. Rita has resolved not to stand
for this injustice any longer. Katharina takes on the case, and the two women file a
suit – against Lufthansa and the German government. Katharina finds an ally in her
charming new landlord Theo, who supports her wherever he can. But will Katharina
and Rita manage to overcome all the obstacles that stand in their way?
Christine Drews is an author and screenwriter. She published her first novel,
Schattenfreundin, in 2013: it was translated into six languages and adapted for television. She writes family sagas, crime novels and thrillers, as well as scripts for film
and television. Christine Drews lived in England for several years, and now lives with
her family in Cologne.
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FICTION

JOHN VON DÜFFEL
WASSER UND ANDERE WELTEN/
WATER AND OTHER WORLDS
Essays, ca. 160 pages;
completely revised new edition
Spring 2021

"A small lake, a dead old man and the revolt of the
young: John von Düffel cleverly processes lust for
swimming, loss of parents and fear of climate change
into a great contemporary novel. [...] Düffel never
lapses into an apocalyptic furor, and yet the fear of
climate change and the resulting distortions between
the generations has deeply inscribed itself in his novel."
Christian Buß, DER SPIEGEL on Der brennende See

“‘We always come back to the water’ is the first sentence I ever wrote in prose.” John
von Düffel
Ever since his debut novel Vom Wasser, water has been central to the writing of passionate
swimmer John von Düffel. Water is the dominant theme in his life, a fixed constant, even if
his view of rivers, lakes and seas has changed many times over the course of his two decades as a novelist, dramaturge and essayist. But these days the context in which he is writing is a completely different one, because what seemed to be available in such abundance
twenty years ago is now in much shorter supply. Humankind is changing the climate, and
water is becoming a scarce and precious resource. For John von Düffel, recasting the relationship between humankind and nature is not only a political but also a poetic challenge,
which he first took up in his novel Der brennende See, published in early 2019.
Following on from this novel, he has put together Wasser und andere Welten, a collection of
eighteen texts about swimming, writing and reading. Some are poetic, some autobiographical, some old and some new. John von Düffel addresses the disappearance of water as a
literary matter of conscience: in the age of climate change, what should we be writing about
and what should we remain silent about? Do we need a new poetics for describing nature? In
an allusion to Bertolt Brecht’s poem ‘To Those Born After’, John von Düffel addresses one of
his questions to his contemporaries:
What times are these, when silence about trees is almost a crime, because it prevents a
conversation about so many misdeeds?
John von Düffel was born in Göttingen in 1966. He currently works as a dramatic advisor for
the German Theater Berlin, and is a professor for scenic writing at the University of the Arts
Berlin. DuMont published his novels “Vom Wasser” (1998), “Zeit des Verschwindens” (2000),
“Ego” (2001), “Houwelandt” (2004), “Beste Jahre” (2007), “Goethe ruft an” (2011), “KL – Gespräch über die Unsterblichkeit” (2015), „Klasssenbuch“ (2017), „Der brennende See“ (2020)
his collection of stories „Wassererzählungen“ (2014) as well as the essay “Wovon ich
schreibe” (2009) and the novella “Hotel Angst” (2010). Among other awards, John von Düffel
received the 2006 Nicolas Born Prize.
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FICTION

JOHN VON DÜFFEL
DER BRENNENDE SEE /
THE BURNING LAKE
A Novel, ca. 300 pp. Spring 2020
English sample available!

Who would have thought that the clouds would become
scarce?
For the first time, the water specialist of German literature deals with the societal aspects of water as a scarce
resource, and as an economic and political factor.
"A small lake, a dead old man and the revolt of the young: John von Düffel cleverly processes lust for swimming, loss of parents and fear of climate change into a great contemporary novel. [...] Düffel never lapses into an apocalyptic furor, and yet the fear of
climate change and the resulting distortions between the generations has deeply inscribed itself in his novel." Christian Buß, Der Spiegel
“Von Düffel (...) cleverly and subtly interweaves the different levels of action with each
other: the daughter's inheritance conflict reflects the overriding question of what a society
leaves to future generations.” Maike Schiller, Hamburger Abendblatt
A generational novel on the burning issue of our time
Hannah, daughter of a writer, returns to the city of her childhood after her father's death.
She is little interested in his legacy. But when Hannah takes her first steps to dissolve the
deceased's apartment, she finds a photograph of an unknown woman on his deathbed.
In the shimmering heat of another record-breakingly dry April, Hannah sets out in search
of clues with this picture. Soon she has to realize that not only the familiar landscape of
her childhood dissolves into dust and smoke. All the images of the past slip away from
her, not least that of her father. When she then comes across the Fridays-for-Future activist Julia, who has radicalized herself in a questionable way in her fight for climate justice, she realizes that in the end her father was closer to this young woman than to her.
She may even be the true daughter of the writer ...

John von Düffel was born in Göttingen in 1966. He currently works as a dramatic advisor for the
German Theater Berlin, and is a professor for scenic writing at the University of the Arts Berlin.
DuMont published his novels “Vom Wasser” (1998), “Zeit des Verschwindens” (2000), “Ego”
(2001), “Houwelandt” (2004), “Beste Jahre” (2007), “Goethe ruft an” (2011), “KL – Gespräch über
die Unsterblichkeit” (2015), „Klasssenbuch“ (2017), his collection of stories „Wassererzählungen“
(2014) as well as the essay “Wovon ich schreibe” (2009) and the novella “Hotel Angst” (2010).
Among other awards, John von Düffel received the 2006 Nicolas Born Prize.
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FICTION

FRANZISKA FISCHER
UND DAS MEER VOR UNS /
AND THE SEA AHEAD
A Novel, ca. 360 pages
Autumn 2020

A melancholy novel that will make you feel good,
a story about friendship, love and everything in between.
Two best friends, an old man and the sea.
Franziska Fischer writes tenderly, with a light, almost floating touch about a woman
trying to find the path to herself.
‘I too was born near the sea.’
‘Then you know how it is. Difficult to live without it.’
For years, Caja has been painting nothing but illustrations to order, she has given up her
ambitions as an artist. She moved to Graz for the love of her husband Ben, but she finds it
hard to connect and spends most of her time alone in her atelier. She keeps putting off her
dreams of travelling. Only when her fun-loving friend Jolie comes to visit and Caja finds a
stranger's smartphone and with it her entire life, she begins to reconsider her daily routines,
her wishes and desires. On a road trip with Jolie and Ludwig, an elderly gentleman whom
they pick up along the way, they end up in an artists' house on the Italian coast. With the sea
always before her eyes, Caja immerses herself in a world to which she feels much more attached than to her own, especially as the street artist Juran slowly conquers her heart. But
on the trail of the mobile phone owner, she is drawn to Berlin, where she finally finds answers. And perhaps herself.

Franziska Fischer was born in 1983 in Berlin and studied German language and literature
and Spanish philology at Potsdam University. She has returned to Berlin to live and work as
a freelance author and lector.
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FICTION

MANUELA GOLZ
STURMVÖGEL / LIKE BIRDS TOSSED
BY THE STORM
A Novel, ca. 380 pages
Spring 2021 - English sample available

A headstrong woman, an exciting life and a
whole century of German history
A moving and immensely enjoyable family
saga
Based on real events: Emmy was the author’s
grandmother

“When the world is falling down around my ears,
I just move on somewhere else.”
Emmy’s life spans almost a whole century. Her childhood on a little island in the
North Sea is shaped by the tides and by her embittered grandmother Alma, who
thinks compulsory schooling is a load of nonsense. And with the outbreak of the First
World War, Emmy’s school career is cut short before it has even really begun. The
only option left open to her is the life of a servant in Berlin, the ‘madhouse of the
1920s’. She soon meets Hauke, a young man from a wealthy family. The ‘stuck-up
twit’ shows her another side to life, and a few other things besides. Then come three
children, and the hard years of the Second World War. But even in the toughest of
times, Emmy never loses her sense of humour. It’s still going strong at the ripe old
age of eighty-six. Until her grown-up children stumble across a mysterious folder in
the cellar and begin to suspect that Emmy may never have been the naïve little girl
from the island that everyone has always taken her for. Could Emmy be sitting on a
fortune? The two eldest are all ready to crack open the champagne. But Emmy still
has a word or two to say on the subject…
Manuela Golz, born in 1965, has a degree in German, education studies and psychology. She lives in Berlin and has worked as a psychotherapist for over 20 years.
In 2006 she made her debut as an author with Ferien bei den Hottentotten. Her new
novel Sturmvögel is inspired by the life of her grandmother Emmy.
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FICTION

VERENA GÜNTNER
POWER
A Novel, ca. 250 pages, Spring 2020
English sample available!

Shortlisted for the Award of the Leipzig Book Fair 2020
(Preis der Leipziger Buchmesse 2020)
SWR 3 Bestenliste April 2020
"In delicate and confident language, Verena Güntner layers
levels on levels, dismantles gender attributions, and keeps
away from clichés. And shows what a narrative pull the
search for a missing pet can develop."
Jury of the Leipzig Book Fair Prize
“Power is a deceptively simple symbolic tale – a universal story that will strike a chord
with readers everywhere.” New Books in German
„Power is a fascinating parable on the present: absurd, fairy-tale like and radical. A
great social novel about power and iniquity - and a declaration of war: Things cannot go
on as they are.“ - Jan Brandt
“Verena Günter tells in Power dazzling and cool about transformations and the power of determination.” Judith von Sternburg, Frankfurter Rundschau
“More brutal than civilisation: Verena Güntner's Power is no ordinary village novel.”
Marie Schmidt, Süddeutsche Zeitung
„It is an impressively monstrous and daring book.“
Verena Auffermann, Deutschlandfunk Kultur
A village community, a missing dog, and a quest that transforms
Self-confident Kerze is just still a child. She lives in a small village, surrounded by woods and
fields, with merely 200 inhabitants. The older generation, to which her neighbour Hitschke belongs, builds the majority. Kerze defends her village against decline, she is firmly rooted here.
One day Power, Hitschke’s dog, goes missing, and Kerze promises to find him. A rousing,
merciless search begins and ever more children are joining in. When finally all children disappear in the woods, the village community declares the state of emergency.
With remarkable eloquence, wit and tremendous empathy Verena Güntner tells the story of a
radicalization and what it means when a community loses contact with their children. Power
leads us into the pain of those who are left behind, and shows with enormous force what it
takes to persevere, to keep going and to find meaning in a world turned unstable. Power is
one of the most unusual books of the last years. A text that will grip and engage you.
Verena Güntner, born in 1978 in Ulm, after finishing drama school she spent several years on stage at different
theatres. Her debut novel Es bringen (2014) was adapted for the stage and has won the German Audiobook Price
(Deutscher Hörbuchpreis). Verena Güntner was awarded several prices, amongst others the Kelag-Price at the
Bachmann-Competition and the Berlin Senat scholarship. She lives in Berlin.
Rights sold to: ASA 2020 (Czech)
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FICTION

ANDREAS IZQUIERDO
SCHATTEN DER WELT /
SHADOWS OF THE WORLD
A Novel, ca. 560 pages
Autumn 2020 – English sample available
More than 250,000 copies of Andreas Izquierdo’s
previous titles sold
A world in upheaval and three friends who hope that the
seriousness of life is still to come
A story full of life, unforgettable characters and exciting
twists

The Light of Dark Days
Thorn in West Prussia, 1910: The shy Carl, the daredevil Artur and the cheeky Isi don't care
about the seriousness of life. Not even the news that a comet called "Halley" threatens to
destroy mankind can shock the three youngsters. On the contrary - unmoved they sell pills
against the end of the world while Halley passes by silently.
But growing up cannot be stopped: Carl starts training as a photographer. Artur and Isi become a couple. When the war comes in 1914, it tears the friends apart. Artur is sent to the
front - Carl is part of a machine that stages the first fake news war of mankind. Meanwhile, Isi
incites a workers' revolt at home.
In 1918 the war is finally over. Nothing has remained as it once was, and yet a new beginning seems possible... .
Andreas Izquierdo tells the story of three young people who are searching for their way in the
turmoil of the early 20th century in a stirring way and with a lot of feeling for his characters 'Schatten der Welt' is an adventure novel, a coming of age story and an exciting historical
novel at the same time.

Andreas Izquierdo, born 1968, is a writer and screenwriter. He has published, among others, ‘König von Albanien’ (2007), which was awarded the Sir Walter Scott Prize for best historical novel, and the novel ‘Apocalypsia’ (2010), which was awarded the Lovelybooks Readers’ Prize in Silver for the best book of 2010 and was also voted book of the year on Vorablesen.de. His books ‘Das Glücksbüro’ (2013) and ‘Der Club der Traumtänzer’ (2014) were
published by DuMont. Most recently, he has published the novels ‘Romeo & Romy’ (2017)
and ‘Fräulein Hedy träumt vom Fliegen’ (2018).

Rights sold to: Euromedia Group (Czech)
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FICTION

LORENZ JUST
AM RAND DER DÄCHER / AT ROOF’S EDGE
A Novel, ca. 222 pages
Autumn 2020
"Like Walter Benjamin in his 'Childhood Around Nineteen
Hundred', the grown-up narrator in 'At the Edge of the Roofs'
transforms the imagery of his childhood in order to sew it
with fine stitches to the real political history of Berlin.“
Lisa Kreißle - NDR Kultur
"Extremely entertaining and worth reading [...] Already in his
debut 'Der böse Mensch' [...] Lorenz Just proved his great
talent. 'Am Rand der Rächer' is a [...] novel which [...] without
transfiguration captures the mood of a decade in the space
between two states in an unusual and linguistically original
way.“ Christoph Schröder – Süddeutsche Zeitung

The Child and the City
Post-reunification Berlin seen through the eyes of a child – brilliantly eloquent,
precise observations, told with plenty of imagination.
At Roof’s Edge tells of Berlin-Mitte in the nineties, told through the eyes of Andrej, who
roams this chaotic no man's land with his brother Anton and his friend Simon. While their
streets are experiencing a new beginning with the élan of all the old owners, entrepreneurs,
DJs, artists and adventure seekers, the children glide along the paths of their youth to the
edge of the action and onto increasingly dangerous paths.
When the city also begins to drive away the squatters, in whom the children had recognized
something like like-minded people, all that remains for them is the memory of former freedom - a memory, however, that they project onto the future, onto an America that advertises
with an all-encompassing promise of freedom.
In his debut novel, Lorenz Just interweaves the growing up of his characters with the rapid
change that transformed the Berlin-Mitte of the Wende into the Berlin-Mitte of the noughties.
Far removed from consolidated historical images of wild Berlin and the dreams of the selfrealizers, he tells of the fragile freedom that shaped an entire generation of young children of
Berlin-Mitte in the nineties.

Lorenz Just, born in Halle an der Saale in 1983, moved to Berlin with his family in 1988 and
grew up there. He enrolled for Islamic studies in Halle and spent long stretches of time in
Egypt and in Lebanon, at the Orient Institute in Beirut; he also travelled around Yemen, Syria
and Iran. From 2011 to 2015 he studied at the German Institute for Literature in Leipzig and
reached the finals of the 2014 MDR literature competition. His YA book about the prophet
Mohammed, ‘Mohammed. Das unbekannte Leben des Propheten’ was published in 2015
and his collection of short stories ‘Der böse Mensch’ by DuMont in 2017. He lives in Berlin.
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FICTION

TESSA KORBER
ALTE FREUNDINNEN/
OLD FRIENDS
A Novel, ca. 320 pages
Spring 2021

Four women approaching the ageing process
with courage, humour and energy
A novel about female friendship, full of wit
and depth

In good times and in bad
Nora, Franziska, Annabel and Luise have known each other since university. The
greatest constant in all of their lives has been the fact that they have always kept in
touch, even when they were all on very different trajectories in their careers and their
personal lives. The four of them have always dreamt of living together someday. Now
they are nearly 70. Many of their dreams have gone unfulfilled. Three of them live
alone. The thought of ending up in an old people’s home is anathema to them. When
one of the women inherits her parents’ house, a former farmhouse with a pub attached, the question is suddenly back on the table: should they take the plunge and
move in together? Can their old friendship survive the new pressures of living in the
same house? With the realisation of their youthful dream comes the beginning of
something completely new. Because the last few decades of life should be lived to
the full.

Tessa Korber, born in 1966, did a degree in literary studies and went on to work in
publishing and the book trade. Since the publication of her bestseller Die Karawanenkönigin, she has worked as a freelance writer. She is well-known as an author
of historical novels and crime fiction. She lives with her husband in Nuremberg.
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FICTION

KATJA KULIN
DER ANDERE MANN
Die große Liebe der Simone de Beauvoir/
THE SECOND MAN
Simone de Beauvoir’s Great Love
Biographical Novel, ca. 340 pages
Spring 2021

A great writer and an impossible love affair

A love affair dogged by transatlantic distance and
European discipline

“Something happened when we parted, we began to understand what had happened, and it was love.” Simone de Beauvoir in a letter to Nelson Algren
Simone de Beauvoir was a great analyst of women’s roles in society and in romantic
relationships. But she also knew what it was to love passionately herself. Katja Kulin’s biographical novel Der andere Mann shines a light on perhaps the most paradoxical years in the life of the eminent French writer. De Beauvoir’s most famous
work The Second Sex was published in the late 1940s, during a period when, for the
first time, she found herself in a relationship of almost traditional roles, in which emotions were more important than intellect. This was her love affair with the American
writer Nelson Algren, the ‘second man’ in Simone de Beauvoir’s life, who, despite
everything, never became ‘the one’. For Algren too, the years with Simone were life
changing. He wrote the novel The Man With the Golden Arm, which earned him the
success and recognition he had dreamed of. But the pair found it impossible to live
together: they were both too rooted in their respective worlds. Because of Simone’s
pact with Sartre, Nelson was always destined to come second. In the end, he
couldn’t deal with the long-distance nature of their relationship. But they both remained the great love of each other’s lives. Simone de Beauvoir wore the ring Algren
had given her until her death.
In Der andere Mann, Katja Kulin tells a moving and inspiring love story whilst also
illustrating how modern the couple’s desires and conflicts were, and how relatable
they remain to this day.
Katja Kulin was born in Bochum in 1974, and since mid-2018 has lived in a small
village in the Voreifel region. She has a degree in German and education studies,
and writes novels, fictional biographies and non-fiction books. She also works as an
editor. Her published works include the biographies Gala Éluard. Muse der Surrealisten und die große Liebe Salvador Dalís (2019), Marlene Dietrich. Von Kopf bis Fuß
auf Leben eingestellt (2016) and Irmgard Keun. Nach Mitternacht ein Leben (2015)
as well as the novel Normal ist anders (2016).
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FICTION

JOSÉPHINE NICOLAS
TAGE MIT GATSBY/
DAYS WITH GATSBY
A Novel, ca. 380 pages
Spring 2021

A magnificent novel about Zelda and
F. Scott Fitzgerald – one of the most dazzling couples of the Golden Twenties
Atmospheric and deeply moving
A woman fights to emerge from the shadow of her
famous husband

A ménage-à-trois involving Zelda and F. Scott Fitzgerald – and the story behind
one of the greatest novels of all time

May 1924: Zelda and F. Scott Fitzgerald decide to move to Europe for a year. By
Scott’s side, Zelda – once the young rebel from Alabama – has become the glamorous life and soul of every party. The 24-year-old’s lust for life is irrepressible. But
while they are living in the south of France, with Scott working on The Great Gatsby
(the novel that will pay off their debts and bring him the international fame he craves),
Zelda starts to get bored. She’s not the centre of high society here; not even her own
husband is particularly interested in her. And for the first time in a long time, Zelda
starts to think about her own artistic self-fulfilment. Zelda, who loves Scott more than
anything in the world, gradually realises that he is exploiting her literary talent for his
own texts and hampering her own writing ambitions. Overwhelmed by her role as a
young mother and disappointed in her marriage, Zelda throws herself into the ‘summer of a thousand parties’ – and begins a liaison with the pilot Edouard Jozan. This
ménage-à-trois plunges the Fitzgeralds into a bitter marital crisis. At the same time,
however, Zelda’s volatility fuels Scott’s creativity, and he openly draws on their life
together as material for his century-defining novel about lost illusions and great love.
Joséphine Nicolas was born in northern Germany and holds several arts and culture degrees with a focus on the 20th century. She travels to Provence regularly for
work. The author has a penchant for the Roaring Twenties. The Great Gatsby is one
of her favourite novels and inspired her to research the myth of the Fitzgeralds. Nicolas developed her fascination with Zelda through reading not only her love letters to
Scott but also her short stories, which reflect Zelda’s multifaceted personality and
which for a long time went unpublished. Tage mit Gatsby is Joséphine Nicolas’ first
novel.
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FICTION

ANDREAS SCHÄFER
DAS GARTENZIMMER /
THE GARDEN ROOM
A Novel, ca. 352 pages
Autumn 2020 - English sample available

"If this book was a house, you'd want to live in it. (…)
This is a work in which there are no details, no secondary
figures or plot ramifications that remain without meaning.
This novel is already convincing as a spatial composition. As
a linguistic space it testifies to enormous skill. As if in the
maelstrom of history, the protagonists each develop in their
own layer of time. The narrative, in which flashbacks to the
beginning of the 20th century and a present at its end alternate in leaps and bounds without ever losing its rhythm,
jumps confidently and sure-footedly from time to time.”
Gerhard Matzig – Süddeutsche Zeitung
"In 'The Garden Room', Schäfer tells of the disintegration of a family and the ghostly presence of the past in a smooth and sensitive language." Oliver Pfohlmann - Tagesspiegel
A complex, epic story - family, artist and contemporary novel.
"As a reader I move into this special house that Andreas Schäfer builds in this novel. In the
end I don't want to leave." David Wagner
A House Between the Times

The "Villa Rosen", a neoclassical country house, was designed in 1908 by the architect Max
Taubert, who later achieved world fame, for a Professor Adam Rosen and his wife Elsa.
When Frieder and Hannah Lekebusch discovered the empty house on the edge of Berlin's
Grunewald forest in the mid-nineties, they succumbed to its enchanted charm. The Lekebusch family restored the house to its original state in a lavish restoration project, and the
shining new Dahlem villa, a "jewel of pre-modernity", quickly became a place of pilgrimage
for Taubert fans, artists and influential journalists. And more and more - as was already the
case during the Weimar Republic and the Nazi era - it is becoming a pawn in powerful
people’s games. They wanted to reawaken the old spirit of the house, but the Lekebuschs
did not reckon with the effects of fame and the long shadow of the past.
Art, morals, private happiness and politics: Das Gartenzimmer spans an arc from the spirit of
optimism at the beginning of the 20th century, through the Weimar Republic and the rule of
the National Socialists to the present day and tells wisely, sensitively and captivatingly of the
fate of a house in Berlin Dahlem and the lives of those who cannot escape its siren-like
effect.
Andreas Schäfer was born into a German-Greek family in Hamburg in1969. He grew up in Frankfurt/Main and now lives in Berlin with his family, working as a writer and journalist. He has published
three novels so far, ‘Auf dem Weg nach Messara’, for which he was awarded, amongst others, the
Bremen Literature Prize; ‘Wir vier’ (DuMont 2010), which was nominated for the German Book Prize
and awarded the Anna-Seghers-Prize; and most recently ‘Gesichter’ (DuMont 2013).

Judith Habermas
Anna Ludgen

phone: +49-221-224 1942
phone: +49-221-224 1989

fax: +49-221-224 401942
fax: +49-221-224 401942

judith.habermas@dumont.de
anna.ludgen@dumont.de

FICTION

KAROSH TAHA
IM BAUCH DER KÖNIGIN /
IN THE BELLY OF THE QUEEN
A Novel, ca. 250 pages, Spring 2020

English sample available!
"Karosh Taha gives her protagonists something they don't
have at home, [...] a voice. And this voice is not lachrymose,
but angry, rebellious, imaginative and funny. Even the second
time: A refreshing tone of voice."
Dina Netz, SWR2 Lesenswert
“Karosh Taha handles her subject matter masterfully, resulting
in an astute and empathetic insider perspective on the IraqiKurdish community in Germany.” New Books in German
"In a certain sense, Karosh Taha takes on the role of a spy
who puts the old-established people in the picture of how things really are. And they should
be grateful to her for that. All this finds its expression in the unique language of the book,
which traces the fault lines in its liveliness and characteristic power.”
Burkhard Müller, Süddeutsche Zeitung
"Im Bauch der Königin is a hypnotic, ambiguous novel, as fairy-tale as it is hard-hitting."
Antje Deistler, Deutschlandfunk
"'Im Bauch der Königin' is a book about the power of social expectations, about femininity
and the search for truth. Karosh Taha tells in a very special language about life in a Kurdish
community in Germany." Mona Ameziane, WDR 1Live Stories
Worlds Apart
Shahira is breaking the rules of the Kurdish community several times: she is a single mother,
doesn’t bother about other people’s gazes which her permissiveness attracts, and she
doesn’t live monogamous. For Amal and Raffiq, her son’s friends, she is both fascinating and
provocative. They admire Shahira’s life style but at the same time they look down on her for
seemingly putting her own needs above the needs of her son. Her otherness confronts the
teenagers again and again with their own wishes, desires, prejudices and also their
decisions. And so it changes their lives forever.
Im Bauch der Königin combines alternative stories Amal and Raffiq each narrate individually
in the form of a “turnaround”- book. Each story has its own rules, develops the characters in
different directions and shows that there is more than one truth. And yet there are overlaps,
and the characters, themes, issues and perspectives mirror each other. Realities shift
around.
Karosh Taha’s outstanding ability as a storyteller unifies both parts of the book, and so does
her powerful and sensual language and her directness, her wit and insightfulness.
This is an outstanding book by an outstanding, talented author.
Karosh Taha was born in 1987 in the small town of Zaxo in Northern Iraq. She has lived in the
German Ruhr region since 1997, studying English literature and history in Duisburg-Essen as well as
in Kansas, US. Her debut novel ‘Beschreibung einer Krabbenwanderung’ was published by DuMont
in 2018. The author received the Emerging Artist Prize of North Rhine Westphalia, a scholarship from
the LCB and the Heinrich Heine Prize, the Literature Prize of Hohenems, a scholarship from the
German Literary Fund and from the Rolf Dieter Brinkmann Prize in 2019.
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CRIME FICTION

CLARA BERNARDI
SCHWARZE BRILLANTEN AM COMER
SEE. Ein Fall für Giulia Cesare /
BLACK DIAMONDS AT LAKE COMO
A Case for Giulia Cesare
A Crime Novel ca. 300 pages
Spring 2021

Press reviews of Requiem at Lake Como:
“The beautiful backdrop of Lake Como, and
the cast of likeable (and not so likeable) characters make this crime novel a truly enjoyable
and exciting read.”
Karin Skrzypczak, DELMENHORSTER
KREISBLATT
“A wonderful setting – and the author makes
us feel as if we are right there. A tremendously exciting and suspenseful read
that leaves nothing to be desired. I highly recommend it.”
Horst Tress, MAGAZIN KÖLLEFORNIA
“The crime scene: Lake Como in scenic Lombardy. And on the case is an attractive police inspector named Giulia Cesare, who has rather unconventional
methods when it comes to solving crimes.”
BUCHMARKT

All that glitters is not gold at Lake Como

Leopoldo Campetti, the waiter at the popular local restaurant, is found dead. The
coroner records death by drowning – and finds two diamonds in the victim’s stomach.
It turns out that the stones are from a missing necklace belonging to Clara Petacci,
Benito Mussolini’s long-time mistress. She was captured by partisans at Lake Como
in April 1945, together with the Duce, and ultimately assassinated. How did the penniless waiter come by the diamonds? And why did the murderer clearly go to some
trouble to cover up the dead man’s body?
Their investigation leads Giulia Cesare and her friend Brutus not only to the answer
to the mystery, but on a journey into Italy’s dark past…
Clara Bernardi is the pen name of the author Julia Bruns who has already published
four crime novels about Thuringia with Emons. Julia Bruns studied politics, sociology
and psychology. After obtaining her PhD, she worked for many years as a speech
writer and in PR. The author lives in county Sömmerda with her family.
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CRIME FICTION

CARSTEN SEBASTIAN HENN
DER GIN DES LEBENS / THE GIN OF LIFE
A Crime Novel, ca. 300 pp.
Spring 2020
“Germany’s king of culinary mystery novels.” WDR
A man looking for the gin of life, and a murder that
gets in his way.

A murder in the South West of England, with the matching drink!
One fine morning, Cathy Callaghan, landlady of a small bed and breakfast in Plymouth in the
South West of England, finds a dead body in her garden. And it soon turns out that it is the
body of a homeless man, well-known throughout the town, who has seen a lot more than
was good for him.
For Bene Lerchenfeld, too, disasters come thick and fast. Annika, his girlfriend of many
years, left him just as he was going to propose to her. And then there’s the accident in his
beloved old-timer…
Bene knows that something needs to change. And he wants to drink to that, from the bottle
of home-made gin that he inherited from his late father. The gin tastes better than anything
Bene has ever drunk before. So he decides to look for its lost recipe which means retracing
the steps of his father, a search that will lead him to Plymouth, where Cathy and dead homeless man are waiting for him.
‘Der Gin des Lebens’ (‘The Gin of Life’) is a knowledgeable mystery novel about a highly
prized alcoholic drink, perfectly mixed with characters that immediately endear themselves to
the reader, with many twists, a delicate sense of humour and a lot of suspense.

Carsten Sebastian Henn was born in 1973 in Cologne. He has published over 30 books with leading
publishers, including various culinary mystery novels, but also non-fiction on the subject of wine. He is
a regular contributor to the international wine magazine ‘Vinum’ and also writes restaurant reviews for
his local newspaper, the Kölner Stadtanzeiger.
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CRIME FICTION

MARTIN MAURER
DIE KRIEGER/ THE WARRIORS. A NICK
MARZEK CASE
A Novel, ca. 300 pages
Autumn 2020

English sample available
High-octane thriller with an exceptionally
rich atmosphere, based on a true case

Munich in the Eighties – the kick-off for a new series of thrilling crime novels
The year 1984 has just begun, protests against the stationing of Pershing II missiles
continue, the radio plays Joy Division. Nick Marzek, 43, born in Berlin, has recently
joined the Munich police as Chief Inspector. After the death of his wife he tries to
build a new life for himself in the kingdom of Franz Josef Strauß and his Christian
Socialist Union. With modest success.
What remains are his work and the feeling that he does not belong. And then there is
a devastating arson attack on the ’Liverpool disco’ near central station. Numerous
people were injured, and the pressure on the investigating officers is immense. At
first everything points to turf wars in the Munich red-light district.
But then the case takes an unexpected turn: the Italian police sends Nick a letter of
confession, and he has no choice but to follow the lead to Italy in order to solve the
case. He is helped by Graziella Altieri, who actually works as a cleaner in the homicide department, but now has to step in as translator.
And suddenly the case takes on political dimensions that are frighteningly topical.

Martin Maurer was born in 1968 in Konstanz am Bodensee. He studied dramaturgy and
screenwriting at the film university Potsdam-Babelsberg and works as a screenwriter. In
2011, DuMont published his thriller ’Terror’. He divides his term between Berlin and Italy.
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CRIME FICTION

CAY RADEMACHER
VERLORENES VERNÈGUES /
VANISHED VERNÈGUES. A Provence Crime
Novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel. Ca. 350 pp.
Spring 2020

More than 560,000 copies sold of the Capitaine Roger
Blanc series

A wolf pack roams a ghost town in the middle of Provence. The 7th case for
Capitaine Roger Blanc
It’s the beginning of January in Provence. Snow is falling, quiet days for the police. Crime
itself seems to be frozen in the cold. But in the middle of the night, Capitaine Blanc and
Lieutenant Tonon are called to a mysterious case. The location is Vieux Vernègues, a
mediaeval town on a hill that could be a picturesque idyll if it hadn’t been destroyed by an
earthquake about a hundred years ago. Vieux Vernègues is a ghost town now, a desolate
collection of ruins in the shadow of the gloomy remnants of its castle. Two old shepherds
raised the alarm. Twelve of their flock were killed within less than an hour – and by wolves.
Talk of the wolf pack roaming the area spreads quickly throughout the region. These animals
are in fact protected by very strict wildlife regulations. But fear soon runs rampant.
Shepherds, hunters and even the mayor himself take up their weapons and no longer bother
with the law. Blanc and his colleagues soon realise that other bizarre creatures are
wandering the woods at night. An explosive situation that could quickly get out of control.
And indeed, only a few days later, a human is found dead among the ruins…
Cay Rademacher, born in 1965, is a freelance
journalist and author. His mystery novels set in postwar Hamburg ‘Der Trümmermörder‘ (The Murderer in
the Ruins), ‘Der Schieber‘ (The Grafter), ‘Der
Fälscher‘ (The Forger) are published by Dumont. His
Provence mystery novel series includes ‘Mörderischer
Mistral‘ (Murderous Mistral), 2014, ‘Tödliche
Camargue‘ (Deadly Camargue), 2015, ‘Brennender
Midi‘ (Burning Midi), 2016, ‘Gefährliche Côte Bleue‘
(Dangerous Côte Bleue), 2017, ‘Dunkles Arles‘ (Dark
Arles), 2018, ‘Verhängnisvolles Calès (Fateful
Calès), 2019 and ’Verlorenes Vernègues’ 2020. Cay
Rademacher lives with his family in the vicinity of
Salon-de-Provence, France.

Rights to previous titles of the series sold to:
St. Martin’s Press (English World); Ediciones Maeva (Spanish World);
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CRIME FICTION

CAY RADEMACHER
SCHWEIGENDES LES BAUX /
SILENT LES BAUX
A Provence thriller featuring Capitaine
Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel, ca. 350 pages
Spring 2021

Capitaine Blanc investigates in his 8th case a
murder in one of France’s prettiest villages
Blooming almond trees, and terrible crimes …
An art theft and a family secret lead Blanc to
an old unsolved case

The latest book in the bestselling series!
It’s February in Provence – spring has arrived, and the almond trees are in bloom.
And Capitaine Roger Blanc and his colleagues are called to Les Baux. In a gloomy
valley below the famous ruined castle is Carrières de Lumières, an abandoned quarry which is now used for art exhibitions. During a recent show at the site, a man was
mugged and brutally murdered. Blanc soon establishes that the victim was Patrick
Ripert, a private detective. The wealthy owner of a nearby almond orchard had engaged the detective just a few days earlier, following the theft of an oil painting from
his extensive collection. How does it all fit together? After a while Blanc comes
across a crime even more brutal than Ripert’s murder. Seven years ago, a whole
family was slaughtered in one of the bloodiest incidents in French criminal history.
The murderer subsequently disappeared in Provence – and not a trace of him has
been seen since. Until now? Are Ripert’s murder and the art theft linked to the halfforgotten crime?

Cay Rademacher, born in 1965, is a freelance journalist and author. His mystery
novels set in post-war Hamburg ‘Der Trümmermörder‘ (The Murderer in the Ruins),
‘Der Schieber‘ (The Wolf Children), ‘Der Fälscher‘ (The Forger) are published by
Dumont. His Provence mystery novel series includes ‘Mörderischer Mistral‘ (Murderous Mistral), 2014, ‘Tödliche Camargue‘ (Deadly Camargue), 2015, ‘Brennender
Midi‘ (Burning Midi), 2016, ‘Gefährliche Côte Bleue‘ (Dangerous Côte Bleue), 2017,
and ‘Dunkles Arles‘ (Dark Arles), 2018, 'Verhängnisvolles Calès' (Fateful Calès),
2019 and ‘Verlorenes Vernègues‘ (Lost Vernègues), 2020. His stand-alone 'Ein letzter Sommer in Méjean' (One Last Summer in Méjean) was published in 2019. Cay
Rademacher lives with his family in the vicinity of Salon-de-Provence, France.
Rights to previous titles of the series sold to: St. Martin’s Press (English World); Ediciones Maeva (Spanish
World);
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CRIME FICTION

CAY RADEMACHER
STILLE NACHT IN DER PROVENCE /
SILENT NIGHT IN PROVENCE
A Crime Novel, ca. 250 pages
Autumn 2020

Imprisoned by snow in Miramas-le-Vieux …
Andreas and Nicola Kantor hardly dare dream any more; their marriage is stuck in the ruts of
daily routine. So it comes as a nice surprise when a friend offers them his holiday home in
Miramas-les-Vieux over Christmas. December holidays in Provence, just the two of them...
The hope for the revival of their relationship comes alive again. And indeed they move to the
picturesque village: the house is old and cosy, the few neighbours are friendly. Suddenly
snow falls in a landscape where snow hardly ever falls. And slowly but relentlessly Miramasle-Vieux is cut off from the outside world. As Andreas walks alone through the village one
morning, he discovers a collapsed shed - and in the rubble lies a decaying coffin with a skeleton. In panic, Andreas runs through the village looking for help. No one responds to his call
until he finally finds Milène Tanguy, who makes Santons, the Provençal nativity figurines.
Together they hurry back to the shed - but there the coffin and skeleton have disappeared
without a trace ...

Cay Rademacher, born in 1965, is an editor at GEO Epoche. Publications with DuMont include the post-war Hamburg trilogy Der Trümmermörder (2011), Der Schieber (2012) and
Der Fälscher (2013) as well as Captain Roger Blanc’s first seven cases: Mörderischer Mistral
(2014), Tödliche Camargue (2015), Brennender Midi (2016) and Gefährliche Côte Bleue
(2017), Dunkles Arles (2018), Verhängnisvolles Calès (2019). His first stand-alone “Letzter
Sommer in Méjean” was published in 2019. Cay Rademacher lives with his family near Salon-de-Provence in France.
Rights to previous titles sold to:
St. Martin’s Press (English); Arcadia Books (English); Le Masque (French); Ediciones Maeva (Spanish);
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FICTION Backlist

EWALD ARENZ
ALTE SORTEN / HEIRLOOM VARIETIES
A Novel, ca. 255 pages, Spring 2019

English sample available
#2 SPIEGEL BESTSELLER LIST
MORE THAN 125,000 COPIES SOLD
SHORTLIST INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLER’S
FAVOURITE NOVEL 2019
“Ewald Arenz writes in a quiet, literary, but very intense
voice about the power of nature that can rebalance
people and help them recognize and appreciate the
value of the essence of life.
A very beautiful book, and an absolute must read.”
Barbara Strauß, Westdeutsche Allgemeine

LOOKING FOR A WORLD OF YOUR OWN
Sally and Liss: two women who couldn’t be more different from each other. Just
about to take her A-levels, Sally only wants to be left in peace. She is furious with
everything and everyone, and she hates it all: suggestions, offers, rules, regulations,
adults. What she hates most are questions, particularly about her appearance.
Liss works the farm among fields and vineyards all on her own. At their very first
meeting Sally realizes that Liss is different from other adults; no secret studying, no
rush judgements, no suspicious questioning.
Liss offers Sally a bed for the night. One night at the farm turns into several weeks.
For Sally the elder woman remains a mystery for a while. What kind of woman is she,
never talking about herself, living on her own in the house where you can still feel the
presence of others? The two women connect, not so much through conversation as
through observations and most of all through working together on the farm, in the
fields, the woods and the vineyard. And, slowly, they also get to know each others’
injuries.
Atmosphere, images and the description of the landscape with its people sharpen the
eye for the essence.

Ewald Arenz, born in Nürnberg in 1965, studied English and American literature and
history. He is a teacher at a secondary school in Nürnberg. His novels and plays
have received many awards. The author lives near Fürth with his family.
Rights sold to: Nieuw Amsterdam (Dutch), Albin Michel (French); Garzanti (Italian);
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FICTION Backlist
JOHN VON DÜFFEL
VOM WASSER / FROM WATER
A Novel, 280 pages

“What particularly distinguishes this debut is its amalgamation of precision and
poetry. John von Düffel’s first novel is an outstanding achievement. In a prose that
does completely without dialogue and is all-encompassing in its narrative range,
Düffel creates figures that are difficult to forget.” Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Rights sold to: Finland (Otava), France (Albin Michel), Italy (Mondadori), Spain (Planeta,
Ediciones del Bronce), Taiwan (New Sprouts);

JOHN VON DÜFFEL
HOUWELANDT
A Novel, 316 pages

“We always think that only US-authors and Thomas Mann are capable of writing
great family sagas, but this is wrong: John von Düffel as well!”
Elke Heidenreich on Houwelandt
“John von Düffel isn’t just an exceptionally gifted word artist and a great observer,
but also a real storyteller.” Focus
Rights sold to: France (Albin Michel), Korea (Dulnyouk Publishing), eBesede (Slovene); Bizim (Turkey)

JOHN VON DÜFFEL
WASSERERZÄHLUNGEN / WATER STORIES
Stories, 256 pp.

“A master story teller” new books in german spring 2014
“‘We always return to water’ is the first sentence I ever wrote in prose.” John von
Düffel
Rights sold to Kalandraka (Spanish World);

JOHN VON DÜFFEL
DAS KLASSENBUCH / ATTENDANCE BOOK
A Novel, ca. 220 pp.

“Over a hundred years after Hesse’s Beneath the Wheel and Musil’s The
Confusions of Young Törless the genre of the teenage novel is enjoying a splendid
resurrection.” Oliver Pfohlmann, WDR 3
“John von Düffel [...] is simply a master storyteller, here too. It is wonderful how he
finds and invents a different language for each of his characters. The dialogues do
not pander to teenage jargon, are convincing it themselves, and allow the reader to
get to know these nine students, each in their own highly individual, highly reflected
way.” Ursula May, HR 2 Kultur
“Some of these monologues are as strong as the finest short stories, with double meanings and
observations that cut you to the quick.” Anne Haeming, SPIEGEL ONLINE
John von Düffel was born in
Göttingen in 1966; he is
dramaturg at the Deutsches
Theater Berlin and professor for
scenic writing at the Universität
der Künste in Berlin. DuMont
published his novels “Vom
Wasser” (1998), “Zeit des
Verschwindens” (2000), “Ego”
(2001), “Houwelandt” (2004), “Beste Jahre” (2007), “Goethe ruft an” (2011), “Klassenbuch” (2017), „Der
bernnende See“ (2020) as well as the essay “Wovon ich schreibe” (2009), the novella “Hotel Angst” (2010) , “KL Gespräch über die Unsterblichkeit” (2015), and his collection of stories “Wassererzählungen” (2014) . Among
other awards, John von Düffel received the 2006 Nicolas Born Prize.
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FICTION Highlights Backlist
DOROTHEE ELMIGER
EINLADUNG AN DIE WAGHALSIGEN/
INVITATION TO THE BOLD OF HEART
A Novel, 140 pp.

Winner of the Kelag-Prize at the
Ingeborg Bachmann Festival 2010
Aspekte Literature Prize 2010
Rauriser Literaturpreis 2011
“Dorothee Elmiger’s debut reveals a powerful, unconventional talent who courageously pursues her own path. Her impressive imagination and playful joy in
experimenting with language add up to a poetic potential that makes one look
forward to her future development.” Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
“The book is not only daring, it is bold and poetic, clever in a literary fashion and puzzling without being pretentious... This book is not just a novel about two sisters and it is also not just the story of a selfextinguishing landscape: The language itself is the novel and the adventure of this narrative that deals
with the melancholy of emptiness and disappearance.” Neue Zürcher Zeitung
Rights sold to: Gladiator (Danish); Seagull Books (English World); Editions d’en bas (French); Kabusa (Swedish); Bokvennen (Norwegian); Serapis (Spanish); Delidolu (Turkish)

DOROTHEE ELMIGER
SCHLAFGÄNGER/ BED LODGERS
A Novel, ca. 140 pp., Spring 2014

Schweizer Literaturpreis 2015
Promotional prize to Hermann-Hesse-Prize 2014
Erich Fried Prize 2015
“Disturbing, bewildering and with a soundscape that has a poetic beat that
buzzes in the head, this highly unusual short work is a courageous contribution
to the immigration debate and a striking work of literary fiction. “
New Books in German Autumn 2014
“With her literary collage (…) Elmiger shows herself to be a talented magician
of word alchemy (…) A mundane, clairvoyant book!” Björn Hayer, taz
“Dorothee Elmiger’s novel Schlafgänger plays with the freedom of art... A decisively more appropriate
reaction to the conditions, the astonishing simultaneity of occurrences, the juxtaposition of boat people
and travellers on the lecture circuit, of art and literature, history and the present day, simply of everything that is the case is surely Dorothee Elmiger’s Schlafgänger.” - Tobias Lehmkuhl, Die Zeit
“Dorothee Elmiger has achieved something very rare, namely a convincing merger of politics and poetry. Schlafgänger is an elaborate discussion about questions concerning voluntary and forced immigration and emigration, about political and imagined boundaries... She succeeds in presenting a book
in which the spheres of politics and poetry sparklingly overlap. It is a brilliant contribution to the debate.” Linus Schöpfer, Tagesanzeiger
“Equally fluid as selective images […] Dorothee Elmiger links astuteness with political awareness
without ever being didactical.” Nico Bleutge, Neue Zürcher Zeitung
Dorothee Elmiger, born in 1985, lives and works in Zurich. Her debut novel ›Einladung an die Waghalsigen‹ was
published by DuMont in 2010, her novel ›Schlafgänger‹ followed in 2014. Her work has been translated into several languages and was adapted for the stage. Dorothee Elmiger was awarded numerous prizes, amongst others
with the Aspekte Literature Prize for the best literary debut, the Rauriser Literaturpreis, Hermann-HesseFörderpreis, the Erich Fried-Preis,the Schweizer Literaturpreis, the Conrad-Ferdinand-Meyer-Preis and the Max
Frisch-Förderpreis.
Rights sold to: Seagull Books (English World); Editions d’en bas (French), Kabusa (Swedish),
DeliDolu (Turkish);
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ANDREAS IZQUIERDO
DAS GLÜCKSBÜRO / THE HAPPINESS OFFICE
A novel, 224 pages
English sample Translation available
More than 40.000 copies sold
“The Happiness Office is a novel with a magical touch, an
unconventional love story, and the tale of how a man’s ordered life is
transformed – for the better – once he is prepared to open up to a little
of life’s unpredictability.” new books in german (spring 2013)
“Izquierdo creates a work of art out of making bureaucracies something magical. The story is
witty and thrilling at the same time, told casually and without frills … a touching fairy tale
about a man who wraps himself in red tape and finds his princess in the end.” - Kölner
Stadtanzeiger
“Andreas Izquierdo writes with such a sense for the beautiful that even the filling out of bureaucratic forms becomes a magical procedure.” – Neue Westfälische
“Told in a straightforward and uncomplicated fashion, it is a cheerfully thrilling, tragic melancholic story that you can’t be put down once you’ve started.” - Mitteldeutsche Zeitung
“A novel about a bureaucrat that could not be any more eccentric, romantic and magical. He
changes one’s views of work, colleagues and happiness. Read this book! Before, after – or if
you have to, while at work!” - Express
Rights sold to: Owl Canyon Press (English US & CAN)

ANDREAS IZQUIERDO
DER CLUB DER TRAUMTÄNZER /
THE DREAMER’S CLUB
A Novel, ca. 350 pages

English sample translation available
More than 80.000 copies sold
A bastard discovers his heart
A touching novel about true values and the pursuit of happiness
200 hours of community service can change a life
Gabor Schöning is good-looking, successful and popular among
colleagues and women. And he is a bastard. He loves only himself and
is not afraid to use any method necessary to attain his goals. But one day everything
changes: Gabor causes an accident in which a bicyclist is hurt. She is the director of a
special needs school and demands as compensation that Gabor take care of a project group
among her pupils. And of course he does not know what to do at first with a group of children
whose IQ is below 70. But the children slowly draw him into their world in which nothing goes
smoothly and the problems are real. They finally discover something to share that will
change their lives – dancing.
Andreas Izquierdo, born in 1968, has published, among other works, the novel “König von Albanien” (2007),
which was awarded the Sir Walter Scott Prize for best historical novel of the year, and the novel “Apocalypsia”
(2010), which received the Lovelybooks Reader’s Prize in silver for the best book of 2010 and selected as book of
the year by Vorablesen.de. DuMont Buchverlag has previously published his novel Das Glücksbüro (2013).
Rights sold to: Korea (Economic & Business Daily Publications);
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LORENZ JUST
DER BÖSE MENSCH/ EVIL PEOPLE
Stories, Ca. 150 pages, Autumn 2017
English sample available
“Evil People is ambitious in its wide array of subjects and
approaches to storytelling. The fact that several of the
stories overlap with one another has the effect of
enveloping the reader in a fractured but convincingly
cohesive world. This is a thought-provoking read which is
destined to become a talking point.“ new books in german
spring 2018
“A great work of literature” SWR
"Lorenz Just searches in his stories for the many facets that evil can have. Often it slumbers
under the surface, only breaking out from time to time. It wafts in the madness as much as in
the seemingly normal course of everyday life." Antje Weber, SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG
“Without judging Lorenz Just shows in his masterly stories the cruel ambivalence of the evil
in our times.” Theresa Hübner, WDR 5
“(…) a diagnosis that mirrors the dormant evil in our existence. Language plays a crucial part
here and with language Lorenz Just knows perfectly well to deal with.” Guy Helmiger,
Luxemburger Tageblatt
"What is evil? Is the term antiquated, dissolved by fine differentiations, or are we reflecting on
it again in the face of increasing everyday horror? Lorenz Just goes on a literary hunt in his
collection of short stories." Manuela Reichart, WDR 3
A Warlord in the Bath
What is evil? Does it even exist? Is the term out-dated, dissolved by subtle differentiation, or
is it regaining relevance given our speechlessness toward so many things nowadays?
Lorenz Just sets out to find answers in his stories. He gets close to people, their biographies,
their surroundings – stories, spaces, people who are all somehow contaminated with what
we call ‘evil’. Who have burdened themselves with guilt or who make themselves guilty by
doing what they do, thinking what they think, saying what they say. The figures range from a
man who ruminates about his life in the bath and who turns out to be a former warlord, to the
nice elderly library visitors who suddenly reveal unexpected abysses.
Just makes visible, without judging – and evokes evil as a mighty as well as ambivalent
category. ‘Evil People’ is also a book about the presence of memory, the afterlife of past
atrocities in all of us – and about different strategies for living with something that can receive
no absolution - stories that delicately communicate amongst each other and prevail
unpredictably.
Lorenz Just is an impressively strong, unique new voice.
Lorenz Just, born in Halle an der Saale in 1983, moved to Berlin with his family in 1988 and grew up there. He
enrolled for Islamic studies in Halle and spent long stretches of time in Egypt and in Lebanon, at the Orient
Institute in Beirut; he also travelled around Yemen, Syria and Iran. From 2011 to 2015 he studied at the German
Institute for Literature in Leipzig and reached the finals of the 2014 MDR literature competition. His YA book about
the prophet Mohammed, ‘Mohammed. Das unbekannte Leben des Propheten’ was published in 2015 and his
collection of short stories ‘Der böse Mensch’ by DuMont in 2017. He lives in Berlin.
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JUDITH KUCKART
DASS MAN DURCH BELGIEN MUSS AUF DEM WEG
ZUM GLÜCK/ ON THE WAY TO HAPPINESS, YOU
HAVE TO PASS THROUGH BELGIUM
A Novel, ca. 300 pp. - English sample available
SWR-Bestenliste Oktober 2015
“With featherlight sentences that banish every touch of pathos,Judith Kuckart sets up one
episode after the other before us.” Matthias Hannemann, FAZ
“The characters, along with the reader, are tossed back and forth by life’s game of deception
between loneliness and love, happiness and unhappiness, and are thrown back onto the
absurdity of existence.” Martina Läubli, Neue Zürcher Zeitung
“The resolution to everything in this sensually intelligent, extremely sad yet not hopeless
book should not be revealed. However, thanks to this never smugly boastful prose, you have
to stay on your toes, because behind every unremarkable, ordinary corner may lurk a
monstrosity that could violently change everything.” Hartmut Wilmes, Kölnische Rundschau
Rights sold to: Ayrinti (Turkish)

JUDITH KUCKART - WÜNSCHE / WISHES
A novel, 350 pp., Spring 2013
English Sample Translation Available!
Longlist for the German Book Prize 2013
SWR Bestenliste May 2013
“The author lends the characters her sparse, highly-charged language, her merciless power of
observation and her sense for the consonance of the large and small.”
Jenny Erpenbeck in Buchreport
“Judith Kuckart’s novel is just as little a text from the rack as the clothes hanging in ‘Haus Wünsche’ are for
everyday wearing. Its pattern is sophisticated and the book is a pleasure to read.” – Hajo Steinert in Die Welt

JUDITH KUCKART - KAISERSTRASSE
A Novel, 320 pages, Spring 2006
“A suspenseful psychological thriller of our conditions written in a language whirring electrically
between emotionalism and irony. You’ve got to read it!” – Die Zeit
“At the moment nobody else tells as unsentimental and at the same time seductive as Judith
Kuckart of the drug of longing – and its disastrous side effects.” - Deutschlandradio
“At the moment nobody else tells as unsentimental and at the same time seductive as Judith Kuckart of the drug
of longing – and its disastrous side effects.” - Deutschlandradio
“There are authors who write sentences like hooks on which the reader hangs. With a sensible flow of words, not
necessarily splendid or peculiar, but beautiful and lucid and wise at the same time. (...) Judith Kuckart is such an
author. (...) A family history which begins at the time “when everybody was driven home by the tram”. It reaches
into the present time. And will stick in our minds.” - DER SPIEGEL
“Such books hold up the mirror to us, weaken stereotypes and remind us of how it has really been behind the
seven hills of the latest past.” - Neue Zürcher Zeitung

JUDITH KUCKART
KEIN STURM, NUR WETTER / NO STORM, ONLY WEATHER
A Novel, ca. 200 pages, Autumn 2019 – English sample available
“A doubled stroke of luck for the attentive reader” Hubert Winkels, Süddeutsche Zeitung
“‘Kein Sturm, nur Wetter’ is a multi-layered text, a self-referential system with numerous internal
links and cross-references. Many of her images are echoed in other parts of the novel, repeated
and modified several times. (…) Judith Kuckart’s novel tells us a story not so much about life than about a life
unlived. About unfulfilled desires, hopes that ran aground, people who seem to live inside a glass jar.” Franziska
Wolffheim, Der Spiegel
Rights sold to: Seagull Books (English World)
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JUDITH KUCKART
AUTORENWITWE / THE AUTHOR’S WIDOW
Stories, 140 pp.
“In The Authors Widow the author proves herself as master in the dissection of disturbing
emotions.” Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

“Kuckart has written one of the best books this spring.” - Der Spiegel

JUDITH KUCKART
DIE VERDÄCHTIGE /THE SUSPECT
A Novel, about 240 pages, Autumn 2008
“A literary horror trip ... an extremely artistic labyrinth comprised of fear and particularly beautiful
sentences... With the means of the crime novel, Judith Kuckart stages an extraordinary
illusionary theatre. She makes use of the genre with elegance and mastery.” Die Welt
“The author has achieved something very remarkable in ‘Die Verdächtige”: the story of complete
and utter insecurity and doubt in the best of human substances, one’s feelings and thoughts. A bold book,
elegantly beautiful and also antagonistic.” Spiegel.de
“Judith Kuckart insists on keeping literature’s great themes of pathos alive... She can write sentences that pierce
right through you… But it is the novel’s delicate view that takes in the reader.” Süddeutsche Zeitung
Rights sold to: People’s Literature Publishing House (simplified Chinese Characters)

JUDITH KUCKART - LENAS LIEBE / LENA’S LOVE
A Novel, 320 pages
„One of those rare books which murmur, shine and live on in the reader.“ - Die Zeit
“In a concise language and with a sparse use of tools she manages to capture the atmosphere of
a specific time and place in such a way that the reader can hardly escape the attraction of her
story telling.“ – Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Rights sold to: Czarne (Polish), Russian (BSG Press), Neden (Turkish)

JUDITH KUCKART - DER BIBLIOTHEKAR/THE LIBRARIAN
A Novel, 250 pages
"Judith Kuckart will relief all those who are still moaning about the inability of German poets, to
succeed in writing erotic literature". Die Welt
“In short sharp sentences Judith Kuckart sketches the outlines of a story that lacks all perilous
depths, and we sense the great risk of clichés, trash or kitsch. The story aims to remain shrill and
oblique, and yet ecstatic; it mustn’t slip or slide off into the banal. With an extreme presence of
mind and stylistic efforts, the narrator hold this delicate balance line for line. …world language cinema…..” Die
Zeit
Rights sold to: Epsilon (Turkish)

Judith Kuckart, born 1959 in Schwelm (Westphalia), has lived since her studies of literature and the dramatic
arts as well as dance training as an author and director in Zurich and Berlin. Aside from plays, she has published
several novels. Among other prizes, Judith Kuckart has received the Rauriser Literaturpreis, the Villa Massimo
stipend, the Deutsche Kritikerpreis and in 2012 Annette-von-Droste-Hülshoff-Prize.

Judith Habermas
Anna Ludgen

phone: +49-221-224 1942
phone: +49-221-224 1989

fax: +49-221-224 401942
fax: +49-221-224 401942

judith.habermas@dumont.de
anna.ludgen@dumont.de

FICTION Highlights Backlist

MARIANA LEKY
WAS MAN VON HIER AUS SEHEN KANN /
WHAT YOU CAN SEE FROM HERE
A Novel, ca. 320 pp., Autumn 2017 – English sample available

More than 600,000 copies sold
SPIEGEL Bestseller
Independent Booksellers’ Favourite Novel 2017
“In What You Can See from Here, Mariana Leky has succeeded
in writing probably one of the most uplifting books of the year. On
every page, there are at least three sentences that you have to
underline, copy out or read to someone else.” Judith Liere,
STERN
“A Masterpiece!” Ariane Heimbach, BRIGITTE
“Why should you read a book like this? The answer is simple: because Mariana Leky wrote
it, and because her writing will make you drop to your knees. (...) It contains many themes –
friendship and love, courage and despair, habit and change, life and death. But you should
read it, above all, to be amazed by Mariana Leky’s terrific art of language, over and over
again” Katharina Mahrenholtz, NDR
“This is a novel that creeps up on you very quietly, only to take you in its grip and not let you
go until the end. [After reading], you miss Leky’s characters, because despite all the novel’s
fantastic elements, they seem real in a way that is rarely found in literature.” Meike
Schnitzler, BRIGITTE.
“Only seldom I have read such a funny and at the same time profound book. Such books are
rare. They make you think about the peculiarities and small wonders of life – like the sight of
an Okapi.” Thomas Böhm, RADIOEINS

Love in a State of Absence
Selma, an elderly resident of the Westerwald, can foresee death - someone in the village
always dies the day after the okapi appears in her dreams. However, the dreams never
reveal who is going to die. As you can imagine, the span of time between dream and death
exists as a state of emergency for everybody in the village - and in her novel, Mariana Leky
describes the fear of the local residents, what they blindly risk, admit, destroy, or bring into
order. Yet that is not everything, by far.
What You Can See From Here is the portrait of a village and its residents. But above all it is
a novel about love in the state of absence, as the various “objects of desire” have a strong
tendency to withdraw (or at least, to not respond in a manner acceptable to the other
individuals involved).
Mariana Leky was born in Cologne in 1973 and currently makes her home in Berlin. DuMont
published a set of short stories Liebesperlen /Pearls of Love (2001), as well as the novels Erste Hilfe/
First Aid (2004), Die Herrenausstatterin/The Gentlemen’s Tailor (2010), Bis der Arzt kommt/Until the
Doctor Comes. Stories from the Office Hours (2013) and Was man von hier aus sehen kann / What
We Can See From Here (2017).
Rights sold to: Hunan Literature & Art Publishing House (Simplified Chinese Characters); Prostor (Czech);
OLGA (Danish); Nieuw Amsterdam (Dutch); Farrar, Straus and Giroux (English World); JC Lattès (French);
Gutenberg (Greek); Kinneret, Zmora, Dvir (Hebrew); Tericum (Hungarian); Keller Editore (Italian); Taurus Books
(Korean); Janis Roze (Latvian); Otwarte (Polish); Tusquets (Portuguese Brazil); Planeta Portugal (Portugese
Portugal); Text (Russian); Vida (Slovene); Seix Barral (Spanish World); Thorén & Lindskog (Swedish);
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MARIANA LEKY
DIE HERRENAUSSTATTERIN/ THE MEN`S OUTFITTER
A Novel, 200 pp., 2010

“Mariana Leky’s Die Herrenausstatterin is the most enchanting and funniest love
story for a long time. And it is infinitely sad.” taz
“... a book of fairy tales for everyone who in fact really hates fairy tales; a wonderful,
effortlessly written and poetically dodgy, surreal novel about loneliness: clever and
touching, it makes you laugh and sigh.” Kulturspiegel
“Leky’s uplifting and highly entertaining novel strikes a comfortable balance between the real and the
fantastic, the tragic and the surreal, to tell an emotionally rich and readable story of one woman’s attempts to rebuild her life. (…) With consummate skill and ingenuity, Leky successfully binds these real
and unreal elements together, drawing the reader through a story full of warmth, humour and invention
to a ‘happy ending’ that is poignant, too.” new books in german spring 2010
Rights sold to: Owl Canyon Press (English US & CAN); Nieuw Amsterdam (Dutch); Keller Editore (Italian);

MARIANA LEKY
ERSTE HILFE /FIRST AID
A Novel, 160 pages, 2004
“A novel full of curiosities” Rolf-Bernhard Essig, Wiener Zeitung
“She only needs a few words to precisely find the sore point.“ Silja Ukena, Kultur
Spiegel
“Wonderful laconic language.” Petra Hartlieb, Financial Times

Three who took off to forget all about fear. Life plunges - turbulent, unpredictable and confusing. The
narrator jobs in a zoo-shop and picks the feathers off her sweater every evening, her flat-mate Sylvester is a heart throb, who is kept busy by having himself denied to his numerous admirers. One
evening Mathilda knocks at their door, to find - together with the world’s biggest dog - refuge from the
world.
Mariana Leky manages to let the modern fight against the windmills of panic sound like a film comedy:
a tragic-comical novel on phobias and other distress, and above all on friendship.
Rights sold to: Keller Editore (Italian);

MARIANA LEKY
LIEBESPERLEN / LOVE PEARLS
Stories, 108 pages
“This prose captures you like the stories of a close friend, whom you like to listen to
full of sympathy. “ – Der Spiegel
“Mariana Leky’ stories are witty, brilliant and pointed. They tell about love and death
but find their illustrative material in everyday’s small details. It entertains, it comforts
and helps to endure the world better.” – Brigitte
Penetrating, turbulent, charming: Mariana Leky’s young narrator takes a sharp look at life
Mariana Leky was born in Cologne in 1973 and currently makes her home in Berlin. After training as a
bookseller, she studied cultural journalism at the University of Hildesheim. DuMont Buchverlag published a set of
short stories Liebesperlen /Pearls of Love (2001), as well as the novels Erste Hilfe/ First Aid (2004), Die Herrenausstatterin/The Gentlemen’s Tailor (2010), Bis der Arzt kommt/Until the Doctor Comes. Stories from the Office Hours (2013) and Was man von hier aus sehen kann / What We Can See From Here (2017).
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JANA REVEDIN
JEDER HIER NENNT MICH FRAU
BAUHAUS«. Das Leben der Ise Frank/
EVERYONE HERE CALLS ME MRS
BAUHAUS. The Life of Ise Frank
A Biographical Novel, 302 pp., new in paperback Spring
2020

Spiegel Bestseller

“It is the merit of this short but rich novel to finally have
brought Ise Frank from Gropius’ half-shadow into light.”
Andreas Schäfer, DLF Kultur
“Jana Revedin’s precise, sensitive and rich in imagery language brings brilliantly to
live the atmosphere of the 1920ies.” Joachim Dicks, NDR Kultur
Ise Frank was the woman who sustained Bauhaus
A stirring and eventful 20th century female life
»THE BAUHAUS-IDEA BECAME MY SECOND SELF” – ISE FRANK
Ise Frank, a 26 year-old daughter of a bourgeois Jewish family, starts in the 1920ies
a career as bookseller and literary critic in Munich. Her self-determined life undergoes a change when she meets the unconventional architect Walter Gropius in the
spring of 1923 when he is in the process of creating his ‘Bauhaus’.
Soon Ise Frank and Walter Gropius get married and Ise becomes indispensable for
Walter in the project of his life – Bauhaus.
Money worries, academic intrigues, passionate entanglements and the downfall of
democracy in rising Nazi Germany cannot weaken their joint life’s work.
Today her name is forgotten: But Ise Frank was far more than the wife of Walter
Gropius and secretary of the famous art-, architecture-, and design school. As
author and journalist she had decisive influence on the course of the Bauhaus. And
above all she ensured that the groundbreaking ideas of Bauhaus were not forgotten
during and after the Nazi regime.
For the first time, Ise Frank – only seemingly a minor figure – takes center stage in
this biographical novel told as an exciting chapter of contemporary history.
Jana Revedin, born in 1965 in Constance, is an architect specialised in modern reform architecture.
Following her studies in Buenos Aires, Princeton and Milan, she completed her doctorate at the University of Venice. Today she is Professor of Architecture and Urban City Planning at the Ecole Speciale d ́Architecture in Paris and at the University of Lyon. Jana Revedin lives in Venice.
Rights sold to: Neri Pozza (Italian)
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KAROSH TAHA
BESCHREIBUNG EINER
KRABBENWANDERUNG/
DESCRIPTION OF A CRAB MIGRATION
A Novel, ca. 250 pp., Spring 2018
English sample available!

“A strong book. This story really wants to be told. And Karosh
Taha does this with great intensity. I am thrilled!” Feridun
Zaimoglu
“Karosh Taha has achieved something great with this book: she
takes us on a journey – a few streets down, in the next borough
- with a heroine that has been missing from contemporary
German literature to date.” Shida Bazyar
“Taha’s view of the older generation who never fully arrived in the new country, clinging to
language, customs, superstitious rituals, has a diagnostic accuracy. But the cliché of a
parallel society crumbles in a differentiated research of its causes.” Richard Kämmerlings,
WELT AM SONNTAG
“The reason why I believe that this book absolutely needs to be on a ‘recommended’ list is
that Karosh Taha’s descriptions are so superb. She creates terrific characters.”
Kolja Mensing, DLF Kultur
Eloquent, poetic and insightful - and at the same time, with enormous impact,
outspoken and witty
Sanaa is twenty-two. She is a student, has a boyfriend and lover, and has her dreams.
Everything might be wonderful if it wasn’t for the reality that constantly pinches her when she
is dreaming – like the crabs back in Iraq that she cannot forget, who used to pinch her when
she bathed in the river. The reality she lives in consist of: Sanaa’s mother, Asiya, a shadow
of her former self, because she is suffering from severe depression. Her father, Nasser, who
is estranged from his family, and has taken refuge in an affair. Her sister Helin, who is young,
angry and disorientated. And her aunt Khalida, who sits smoking cigarettes on the sofa with
a friend for days on end and has things firmly under control. Sanaa rebels against the
constrictions of her environment, struggling to breathe and have her own freedom. Yet she
cannot escape the responsibility she feels for her family and her desire for everything to turn
out right. So she takes care of them all, trying to heal their wounds. Until suddenly, the
freedom that she has fought for is threatened.
Karosh Taha, one of the most powerful new voices in recent years, enters the stage of
German-speaking contemporary literature. In an intoxicating, eloquent and sensual voice, but
in turn unsparingly and directly, she tells of a life in limbo: lived between freedom and
responsibility, memory and future, myth and reality. Description of a Crab Migration presents
unforgettable characters for whom the reader longs for nothing less than their safe arrival at
the end of a long journey.
Karosh Taha was born in 1987 in in North Iraq. In 1992, her parents decided to emigrate to Europe
due to the uncertain political situation for the Kurds. Her father travelled on ahead and in 1997, he was
granted permission for his family to join him. Since then, Karosh Taha has lived in the Ruhrgebiet and
studied to be a teacher of English and history at the University of Duisburg-Essen and in Kansas,
USA. She has received several scholarships for her achievements and active involvement in social
programmes, including the Study Scholarship of the Heinrich Böll Foundation. For her literary work
she was awarded the Promotion Prize of North-Rhine Westphalia 2018, the Heinrich-HeineScholarship and the Rolf-Dietrich-Brinkmann-Scholarship 2019. Her second novel In the Belly of the
Queen was published in 2020.
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CLARA BERNARDI
LETZTE KLAPPE AM COMER SEE/
FINAL TAKE ON LAKE COMO. A CASE FOR GIULIA
CESARE
A Crime Novel, ca. 288 pages
Spring 2020
Foul play at lake Como
The second case for Giulia Cesare, who loves her work at least as
much as fine food
In Bellagio at Lake Como the water is especially blue. Grand mansions, gorgeous gardens,
view of the Alps –the film director Aurora de Luca couldn’t have dreamed of a better setting.
With a movie about Franz Liszt and his mistress she wants to reconquer the red carpets of
this world.
She has been waiting far too long for her comeback. But when her leading actor Umberto
Farin is found dead shortly after shooting began, she has to face quite different problems.
Luckily enough, inspector Giulia Cesare is on the spot….
Her friend Brutus, a shy postman with a dog phobia, had managed to get a minor role in the
film. Together they start their investigations at the film set. Almost everybody at the set had
some unfinished business with Farini, who didn’t only go for drama in front of the camera.
There is no lack of potential murderers and motives. Now the two have to keep cool, and not
to be deluded by the glamour of the film world...

CLARA BERNARDI
REQUIEM AM COMER SEE. / REQUIEM ON LAKE
COMO. A CASE FOR GIULIA CESARE
A Crime Novel, ca. 300 pages
Spring 2019
A Murdered Diva Instead of Dolce Vita
Lake Como. Crystal clear water, its shores lined with cypresses, olive
and fig trees, surrounded by a fantastic mountain panorama. A dream
location in Northern Italy.
It makes you think of summer holidays, grand mansions, picturesque villages, Verdi and
dolce vita. But in the small village of Abbadia Lariana the Mediterranean idyll is roughly
disturbed. Angelika Krüger, an eccentric German opera singer, is found murdered in the
priest’s garden. But the aging diva had only come to the land of wine and song in search of
love and romance.
Inspector Giulia Cesare, 50, attractive, down to earth and known for her willingness to help,
is in charge of this case. Together with her friend Brutus, a lovable, shy postman, she
investigates this tricky murder case. The two of them quickly get involved with a whole range
of suspects. It seems that Angelika Krüger may have gone a little bit too far in her search for
love and engaged in affairs with a number of village men. The wives they cheated on would
have just as strong a motive for murder as the husbands the diva discarded…
Clara Bernardi is the pen name of the author Julia Bruns who has already published four crime
novels about Thuringia with Emons. Julia Bruns studied politics, sociology and psychology. After
obtaining her PhD, she worked for many years as a speech writer and in PR. The first case for Giulia
Cesare “Requiem on Lake Como” was published in 2019.
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OLIVER BOTTINI
DER KALTE TRAUM/
THE COLD DREAM
A Crime-Novel, Ca. 400 pp., Spring 2012 - English sample available!
German Crime Novel Prize 2013 (Deutscher Krimipreis 2013)
“A terrific political thriller biting with anger and chilliness.” - Die Zeit
“Only rarely has one so excellently succeeded in visualising complex political history
in such a thrilling plot.” Tobias Gohlis, Die Zeit
“With a magnetic plot and chilling contemporary ring, Bottini’s riveting new crime thriller is reminescent
of Frederick Forsyth’s The Day of the Jackal. (…) The work of a master craftsman.” new books in
german spring 2012
“Bottini again manages to convey to us the history of the bloody ‘ethnic cleansings’ in the Balkan that
cost the lives of thousands of victims based on a cleverly constructed plot. And in the process we have
to rethink our narrow-minded view of Yugoslavia’s war of breakup. Truth is always the first victim of
war. And this truism is also illustrated by this successful, solidly researched crime novel.” Knud Cordsen, Deutschlandradio Kultur
OLIVER BOTTINI
EIN PAAR TAGE LICHT/ A FEW DAYS OF LIGHT
A Crime-Novel, Ca. 350 pp., Spring 2014

Deutscher Krimipreis 2015
Stuttgarter Krimipreis 2015
#1 Krimi ZEIT Bestenliste May & June 2014
“Crafty political thriller, enlightened by a sense of possibility.” Die Zeit
“One of our best crime writers […] You leave the novel enlightened by the revelation that there is genre literature that deploys complex characters and structures.” Elmar Krekeler, Die Literarische Welt
“Bottini’s crime novel can certainly match Don Winslow’s better novels. Thrilling, well written and like
his US colleague’s, extremely realistic.” Wolf-Dieter Vogel, taz
“Oliver Bottini is not only a shrewd crime writer but above all a highly political author.” Sylvia Staude,
Frankfurter Rundschau
Rights sold to: Editions Piranha (French)

OLIVER BOTTINI
DER TOD IN DEN STILLEN WINKELN DES LEBENS/
DEATH IN THE QUIET CORNERS OF LIFE
A Crime-Novel, Ca. 414 pp., Autumn 2017

German Fction Award 2018 (Deutscher Krimipreis #1)
#1 Krimibestenliste January & February 2018
“This is nothing less than excellent.” Ulrich Noller, WDR
“Oliver Bottini is one of Germany’s most important crime writers. But his books are not common crime
novels, but highly topical studies of our present time. ” – Die Zeit
“Oliver Bottini‘s novel is literally digging deeper than the usual crime novels. A novel that is not just
telling of murder and manslaughter, but of the emptiness thereafter, of the sense of guilt and
loneliness, of entanglement with the past, the personal but also the historical and systemic. Oliver
Bottini is telling his story in a language as plain, unshakeable and sober as the landscape his figures
cannot escape from.” - Christine Dössel, Süddeutsche Zeitung
Oliver Bottini, born 1965, received the German Crime Writing Prize (Deutscher Krimipreis) for his books “Mord
im Zeichen des Zen”, “Im Sommer der Mörder”, “Der kalte Traum” and “Ein paar Tage Licht” and „Der Tod in den
stillen Winkeln des Lebens“.
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OLIVER BOTTINI
MORD IM ZEICHEN DES ZEN. Ein Fall für Louise Bonì/
MURDER IN THE SYMBOL OF ZEN. The 1st Case for Louise Bonì
A crime Novel, 384 pp., new edition, Autumn 2015

German Crime Fiction Prize 2005
International Dagger 2018 shortlist
»It has been a long time since anyone started out so strongly, so
visually.« Die Zeit
»Exceptional crime novel« taz
Louise Bonì, Chief Inspector with the crime squad, 42 years old, divorced, is faced with a dreary winter weekend
and the shadows of the past. The memories of the dead and old flames are disrupted by a call from the
department chief, and Louise gets the strangest assignment of her career: She is to find a Japanese monk, who is
wandering through the snowy winter wasteland to the east of Freiburg in sandals and cowl, and find out what he
is up to. Reluctantly she sets off. When she catches up with the monk, two things become very apparent: He is
injured and he is on the run. Louise manages to dig up the background information with some difficultly and
comes across a terrible crime, in whose wake her own life will undergo significant changes.
Rights sold to: Fraktura (Croatian); People’s Press (Danish); Standaard Uitgeverij (Dutch); MacLehose Press (English World);
Éditions de l’Aube (French); Alexandra - Pecsi Direkt (Hungarian); Beit Casa (Italian); Dolnoślaskie (Polish); Tritonic (Rumanian)

OLIVER BOTTINI
IM SOMMER DER MÖRDER. Ein Fall für Louise Bonì/
THE SUMMER OF MURDERS. The 2nd case for Louise Bonì
A Crime Novel, 464 pp., new edition January 2016

German Crime Fiction Prize 2007
»Stringent, brillant.« taz
The idyll of Kirchzarten was deceptive. Strangers had made an illegal stockpile of
weapons underneath the shed. Louise Boni, the Chief Inspector from Freiburg, is
faced with the most challenging case of her career. Initial tracks lead back to the
former Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Yet when a cold-blooded murder takes place, Louise
begins to understand that the case has far greater dimensions. Oliver Bottini, fourfold
German crime prizewinner, has written a highly topical and controversial novel on the subject of arms trading and
international terrorism.
Rights sold to: People’s Press (Danish); Standaard Uitgeverij (Dutch); MacLehose Press (English World); Éditions de l’Aube
(French); Alexandra - Pecsi Direkt (Hungarian);

OLIVER BOTTINI
IM AUFTRAG DER VÄTER Ein Fall für Louise Bonì/
ON BEHALF OF THE FATHERS. The 3rd Case for Louise Bonì
A Crime novel, ca. 300 pp., new edition, July 2016

On a rainy, foggy October weekend, a man suddenly appears in the garden of Niemann
family in Freiburg. He is armed and attempts to break into the house. He only disappears after the Niemanns call the police. However, the man returns later that night - and
makes a strange ultimatum.
The Freiburg Police Chief Inspector Louise Bonì and her co-workers pursue their investigation under significant pressure. A rumor is circulating that the perpetrator comes
from the Balkans. Bonì’s investigation leads her into a dangerous No Man’s Land and to a criminal who seems
capable of anything.
Rights sold to: Fraktura (Croatian); People’s Press (Danish); MacLehose Press (English World); Éditions de l’Aube (French);
Alexandra - Pecsi Direkt (Hungarian);
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OLIVER BOTTINI
JÄGER IN DER NACHT. Ein Fall für Louise Bonì/
HUNTERS IN THE NIGHT. The 4th Case for Louise Bonì
A Crime Novel, 336 pp., new in paperback, January 2016
»At some point, all you want to do is: put the kids to bed, switch off the phone and carry
on reading.« Stern
»Oliver Bottini, one of the few German authors who play in the premier league of crime,
really knows how to tell a good story. « Frankfurter Rundschau
Summer 2005. Within a few days, a female student from Freiburg disappears; a family
father is brutally murdered and a young boy drowns in the Rhein under mysterious circumstances. Louise Boni, Chief Inspector with the crime squad in Freiburg quickly realises that the three cases are connected – and that even more people are in grave danger. Boni’s fourth case
confronts her with sinister secrets of well-situated families from Freiburg and once again reminds her of the fact
that it sometimes takes very little to free the beast in man.
Rights sold to: People’s Press (Danish); MacLehose Press (English World)

OLIVER BOTTINI
DAS VERBORGENE NETZ/
THE HIDDEN NET. The 5th Case for Louise Bonì
A Crime Novel, ca. 320pp.
»The Scandinavian-mad crime readers in Germany don’t need to roam so far afield. As
far as Freiburg is quite far enough.« Frankfurter Rundschau
»Our absolute favourite inspector« - Elmar Krekeler, DIE WELT
Berlin: A man is beaten up, the perpetrator escapes unrecognised. The perpetrator
seems to be a professional, the victim a secret service informer, the only witness knows
more than she lets on, and the constitution protection services are operating behind the
scenes, but refusing to cooperate. Louise Bonì senses that the net is tightening. But
until she discovers the truth, it is already too late for one of the persons involved …
Rights sold to: MacLehose Press (English World);

OLIVER BOTTINI
IM WEISSEN KREIS. Ein Fall für Louise Bonì/ IN THE WHITE CIRCLE.
The 6th Case for Louise Bonì
Crime Fiction, ca. 300 pp., Autumn 2015
#3 KrimiZEIT Bestenliste December 2015
“Louise Bonì is back. A female chief inspector as we have never seen before. Haunted
by avenging angels, herself one of them, unbearable with alcohol, even more when
sober, a listening monster, staggering from one failed love to the next, ingenious
instinct, unfit teamplayer, rebellious. Our absolute favourite chief inspector. A very hard,
a very easy book.” Elmar Krekeler, Die Welt
“Without a doubt, In the White Circle belongs among the finest novels you can read from
today’s German-language crime authors. [...] Oliver Bottini pulls the strings of this story
down to a slender three hundred pages with great economy: a rhythmic fluctuation between realistic dialogue,
pithy stage directions, dream sequences that are never labored, never forced, always finely balanced and thus
producing velocity without careening toward cliffhangers.” Hannes Hintermeier, FAZ
An illegal puchase of a weapon is alarming Liose Bonì and her team at the Criminal Police Department of
Freiburg. Is there an attack under way? Investigations lead to the neo-Nazi scene. But the net of hate and
violence seems to extend much further into society.
Rights sold to: MacLehose Press (English World);
Oliver Bottini was born in 1965. His novels ‘Mord im Zeichen des Zen’, ‘Im Sommer der Mörder’, ‘Der kalte Traum’ (DuMont
2012) and ‘Ein paar Tage Licht’ (DuMont 2014) were awarded the Deutsche Krimi Preis (German Crime Fiction Prize). He was
additionally awarded the Stuttgarter Krimipreis for ‘Ein paar Tage Licht’. In 2007, Oliver Bottin was norminated for the FriedrichGlauser-Preis. His novel ‘Im Auftrag der Väter’ was shortlisted for the Münchner Tukan-Preis. Oliver Bottini lives in Berlin.
www.bottini.de
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MARTIN MAURER
TERROR
Thriller, 384 pages

“A breathtaking thriller on state-financed terror.
The most shocking about it: It is based on reality.
An absolute must-read!” – Daniele Ganser (Historian
and Peace Researcher)

“A highly explosive thriller that shakes the reader to the core.” – Neon
“Not only a gripping thriller but also a highly contemporary and political book.”
– Kölner Illustrierte

And if the terror comes from the state? Whom can you trust?
The cameraman Marc Burth travels with his family to a small mountain village in Italy
above the Arrocia Valley. The calm and tranquillity promise a peaceful stay. But Marc
soon becomes worried because of some strange occurrences. The Moroccan he
finds next door one night nearly beaten to death and who claims it was the police
who beat him. Marc is his only hope. Who are men driving a car with German licence
plates who speed past Marc and who he shortly thereafter sees disappearing in the
Moroccan’s house? Marc does some research and slowly comes to realise that he is
on the heels of something monstrous: A state-run terror-network in which also high
politicians seem to be involved. From the RAF to secret NATO armies during the
Cold War: The state seems to have allied with terrorists, and possibly still does –
there up on the mountain where Marc and his family suddenly aren’t safe any
more… .
Martin Maurer’s highly explosive thriller deprives us of our belief to live in safety –
protected by the police, by the institutions of the state. But what happens if this state
violates its own values? Inconceivable cruelty is the result. “Terror” describes it with
overwhelming suspense.
Martin Maurer
was born in 1968 in Konstanz on Lake Constance. He studied dramaturgy and
screen writing at the Hochschule für Film und Fernsehen in Potsdam-Babelsberg and
worked as a screenwriter. He lives in Berlin and Italy. “Terror” is his first novel.
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CRIME FICTION Highlights Backlist
More than 560.000 copies sold of Cay Rademacher’s Roger Blanc Series
CAY RADEMACHER
MÖRDERISCHER MISTRAL / MURDEROUS MISTRAL.
A Provence crime novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel, ca. 272 pp., Spring 2014 English sample available

“Cay Rademachers “Murderous Mistral” is a perfect getaway-mystery. (…) a tightly
plotted whodunit…” New York Times Book Review

“Readers will be as captivated by Rademacher’s description of Blanc’s adjustment to village life as
they will by the well-constructed mystery. Highly recommended for fans of international crime fiction…”
Booklist starred review
‘The storyline is as original as the characters. Between the lines, you even believe you can detect the
scent of Provence (…) Great that Blanc will continue to solve cases.’ Kölner Stadtanzeiger
Rights sold to: St. Martin’s Press (English World); Ed. Maeva (Spanish World);

CAY RADEMACHER
TÖDLICHE CAMARGUE. / DEATHLY CAMARGUE.
A Provence crime novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel, ca. 304 pp., Spring 2015 - SPIEGEL Bestseller

“Ably capturing this region of France, with its shimmering heat and fields of red rice,
Cay Rademacher (Murderous Mistral) has crafted a curious mystery set in an unusual
world” Shelf-Awareness.

"Rademacher’s vivid descriptions of the landscape, the pleasures of French food, and the history of
van Gogh’s time in the south add to the story’s appeal. Armchair travellers will be rewarded."
Publishers Weekly
“A light taste like a cool summer wine, shimmering dark like the expansive marshes of the Camargue.
A crime novel for summer, bien sur, and what a novel!” BILD
Rights sold to: St. Martin’s Press (English World);

CAY RADEMACHER
BRENNENDER MIDI. / BURNING MIDI.
A Provence crime novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel, ca. 304 pp., Spring 2016

“This crime novel is truly lovely and timely. Tightly and dynamically composed.” Annemarie Stoltenberg, NDR KULTUR
“Everybody who has been captivated by the beauties of Provence urgently
needs to follow the smart Capitaine Roger Blanc into his olive grove.” BRIGITTE
“Cay Rademacher writes with great empathy for the region and its memorable characters.
Even the language is a pleasure, as it melts on the tongue. The reader swings back and forth
between chuckles and tense expectation, and will be shocked by the crashing finale. Cleverly
composed, light as a feather, with a large portion of conceit.” Emmanuel van Stein, Kölner
Stadtanzeiger
“With his well-researched crime novel Burning Midi, Cay Rademacher sketches an atmospheric picture of France. Entertainment of the highest order.” FÜR SIE
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CAY RADEMACHER
GEFÄHRLICHE Côte BLEUE / DANGEROUS CÔTE BLEUE.
A Provence crime novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel, ca. 304 pp., Spring 2017 SPIEGEL Bestseller

“This ingenious story about a trip to the south of France stays exciting until the end.
Cay Rademacher on top form.” Annemarie Stoltenberg, NDR KULTUR
“A clever, passionately written crime thriller with depth.” MÜNCHNER MERKUR
"Rademacher is a great read with groovy dialogue and whimsical ideas.” Kölner Stadtanzeiger
“Cay Rademacher dives with DuMont into the world of wreck diving, where sinking ships are illegally
plundered.” BUCHREPORT
“Off to the Provence! Beautiful, bloodthirsty – but in any case, exciting”
Horst Steinfelt, BUCHKULTUR

CAY RADEMACHER
DUNKLES ARLES / DARK ARLES.
A Provence crime novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel, ca. 350 pp., Spring 2018 SPIEGEL Bestseller
"Rademacher pulls out all the stops, knitting a thrilling story with interesting
characters as well as remarkable sceneries and makes his hero Blanc, of all people,
a gambler". Frank Heine, GOSLARSCHE ZEITUNG
“Strong figures and a refined story. “ Hamburger Abendblatt
CAY RADEMACHER
VERHÄNGNISVOLLES CALÈS / FATEFUL CALÈS
A Provence crime novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel, ca. 350 pp., Spring 2019 SPIEGEL Bestseller
"An intelligent tangle of historical background, stirring writing and suspense down to
the last page." Petra Pluvatsch, Bücheratlas
"Provence has always had sweat potential - and addiction potential, since Cay
Rademacher set his crime novels about Captain Roger Blanc there." Wiener Zeitung
CAY RADEMACHER
VERLORENES VERNÈGUES / VANISHED VERNÈGUES
A Provence crime novel with Capitaine Roger Blanc
A Crime Novel. Ca. 350 pp., Spring 2020
Cay Rademacher, born in 1965, is an editor at GEO Epoche and lives with his family near
Salon-de-Provence in France.

A wolf pack roams a ghost town in the middle of Provence.
The 7th case for Capitaine Roger Blanc.
Cay Rademacher, born in 1965, is a freelance journalist and author. His mystery novels set in post-war Hamburg
‘Der Trümmermörder‘ (The Murderer in the Ruins), ‘Der Schieber‘ (The Grafter), ‘Der Fälscher‘ (The Forger) are
published by Dumont. His Provence mystery novel series includes ‘Mörderischer Mistral‘ (Murderous Mistral),
2014, ‘Tödliche Camargue‘ (Deadly Camargue), 2015, ‘Brennender Midi‘ (Burning Midi), 2016, ‘Gefährliche Côte
Bleue‘ (Dangerous Côte Bleue), 2017, ‘Dunkles Arles‘ (Dark Arles), 2018, ‘Verhängnisvolles Calès’ (Fatefull Calès), 2019 and ‘Verlorenes Vernègues’ (Vanished Vernègues), 2020. Cay Rademacher lives with his family in the
vicinity of Salon-de-Provence, France.
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CRIME FICTION Highlights Backlist
More than 230.000 copies sold of the series
CAY RADEMACHER
DER TRÜMMERMÖRDER/
THE MURDERER IN RUINS
A Crime Novel, 352 pp.

Shortlisted for the International Dagger 2016
A serial killer in post-war Hamburg
Rademacher raises profound questions about individual justice
against a backdrop of mass murder. Undoubtedly the most powerful
work of crime fiction I have read this year.” Jane Jakeman - The

Independent
“A compelling read, as much a historical novel as a crime novel, "The Rubble Murders" creates life in post-war Hamburg under British occupation. (...) The story is gripping, the language forceful, the setting absorbing. A spine-tingling portrayal of how the defeated interact
with their victors.” New Books in German
Rights sold: English (Arcadia Books); French (Le Masque); Spanish (Ediciones Maeva)

CAY RADEMACHER
DER SCHIEBER / WOLF CHILDREN
A Crime novel, 336 pp.
“A close-up look at modern history. And told very touchingly as well. In
his continuation of ‘Der Trümmermörder’ Rademacher has again succeeded in providing a fascinating glimpse at a world that is not all that
far away, a world where everyone has to fight to survive.” – Brigitte
“Rademacher knows how to draw a vivid picture of the post-war period.
He enables his readers to get a sense of the times without lecturing, but
packed in an exciting crime novel instead.” Hessische Allgemeine
“Rademacher impressively describes life in 1947 with all its distresses
and hopes. A piece of history comes alive and touches the reader.”- Hambuger Morgenpost
Rights sold: English World (Arcadia Books); French World (Le Masque);

CAY RADEMACHER

DER FÄLSCHER/ THE FORGER
A Crime novel, 336 pp.

The monetary reform of 1948: chief inspector Stave investigates
in the forger milieu
“The novel provides a meticulously researched, disturbing and always
instructive piece of post-war German history. More continuations, please!” - Emmanuel von Stein, Kölner Stadtanzeiger
Rights sold: English World (Arcadia Books); French World (Le Masque);
Cay Rademacher, born 1965, studied Anglo-American history, ancient history and philosophy in Cologne and Washington. He has been an editor at Geo since 1999 where he participated in establishing
the history magazine Geo-Epoche, whose managing editor he has been since 2006.After moving from
Hamburg to Provence, France with his wife and three children in Summer 2013 he started with
“Mörderischer Mistral”/ Murderous Mistral (2014) a new crime series with Capitain Roger Blanc set in
Provence.
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